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BASSEIN MISSION. 
LETTER FROM MR. CRAWLEY. 
“ Sent them two and two.” 


Bassein, July 27, 1859.—I left Hentha- 
da the 12th inst., in order to carry out, 
with br. Douglass, of Bassein, a plan 
previously agreed upon, viz.: to spend, 
in company with him, a month or six 
weeks, in visiting as many as possible of 
the largest towns and villages in the Bas- 
sein district. After which, he will ac- 
company me on a similar tour through 
my (the Henthada) district. , 

We made an experiment last year, to 
test the efficiency of this plan of associat- 
ed labor ; and I have no hesitation what- 
ever, in pronouncing it not only far more 
efficient, but more satisfactory, in every 
respect, than any other. This is espe- 
cially true in a country like this, where 
robberies of solitary Europeans are of not 
unfrequent occurrence. And only they 
who have travelled alone in a wild jungle, 
during the gloomy south-west monsoon, 
endeavoring to persuade an indolent, 
bigoted, haughty people to cast away 
their ancestral faith, and embrace the 
humbling doctrines of the Nazarene,— 
only such can fully appreciate the consid- 
erate kindness of our Lord, when He sent 
forth his first missionaries ‘‘ two and 
two.” 

After spending a week in this city, we 
went down the river about thirty miles 


to the village of Gna-poo-tau. We re- 
mained there two days, and, without 
finding anything particularly encourag- 
ing, left it with at least the satisfaction 
of knowing that our message had been 
listened to by some with attention suffi- 
cient to enable them to understand it,— 
and to make them wise unto salvation if 
they took heed to it. 

After receiving our letters by the mail 
now hourly expected, we shall start again 
for the inland villages. O that many at 
home may seek for us at the throne of 
grace that aid, without which our best 
efforts, be they ever so untiring, ever so 
earnest and self-forgetful, must prove 
fruitless, or rather, be but ‘‘a savor of 
death unto death.” 


Discouragements and Hope. 


29,.—Ever since his arrival in Bassein, 
Mr. Douglass has labored under circum- 
stances of peculiar trial and discourage- 
ment. The fact that Bassein is a seaport, 
and hence, during half the year the resi- 
dence of a large number of that class 
which is almost proverbial for its high- 
handed impiety, is of itself a great draw- 
back to success in missionary labor for 
those who regard all white people as 
Christians. Add to this that Mr. D. has 
had frequent and long continued inter- 
ruptions in his study of the language, 
and in his work generally, from sickness 
Sabet Mole and then of his wife,— 
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demanding several removals to distant 
places for change of air ; and, again, that 
just as he was becoming somewhat settled 
and about to enter into his new house, 
just completed, it was consumed by fire, 
—and you will understand the nature 
and amount of discouragement with which 
he has had to contend. Consequently, 
although he has been cheered, at different 
times, by the conversion and reception 
into the church of some from other proy- 
inces, and some in different parts of his 
district, yet up to this time, from the 
masses of this large town, none have left 
dumb idols to worship the living God. 

But now the cloud begins to lift, and 
the long-tried missionary believes, with 
good reason, that he sees the first kind- 
ling of a light, which shall increase more 
and more, until our blessed religion shall 
have a name, and a place, and a power 
which shall make Satan tremble amid his 
gilded idols. There are two men here 
who can not be regarded as other than 
sincere inquirers. Already convinced of 
the folly of Buddhism, they have a 
‘*hope”’ in Christ, and seem to be wait- 
ing only until, by reading and reflection, 
they can give to others ‘‘a reason of the 
hope that isin them.”’ As soon as they 
have decisively declared themselves Chris- 
tians, there can be no doubt that others, 
who are still wavering, will follow. 


Administration of Ordinances—Burman 
Christian. 


Aug. 7.—Kan-gyee-doung. We left Bas- 
sein day before yesterday, and reached 
this place last evening. There is a Karen 
church, and br. Douglass has a Burman 
assistant stationed here. We have spent 
a very pleasant Sabbath, for there was a 
candidate for baptism, a young Karen 
girl. After a satisfactory examination, 
in which good evidences of repentance 
and faith were elicited, baptism wa® 
administered by br. Douglass. In the af- 
ternoon we joined the church in the cel- 
ebration of the Lord’s Supper. Thus we 
have had the opportunity of observing 
both the ordinances of the church of 
Christ. And you may be assured it is a 
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thing to enjoy, when we are thus permit- 
ted to mingle our prayers and praise 
around the table of our Lord with those 
who have been bought by his blood from 
degradation and misery. 

On our way hither we called at several 
villages, and every where found interested 
listeners. At Padouk-bin we found an 
aged Burman man, baptized by br. D. 
abouta yearago. We went to his house, 
and while he was being called from his 
garden, at some distance off, I noticed 
with deep pleasure the well read ‘‘ Digest 
of Scripture’’ lying on his little reading- 
stool with a weight carefully put on it to 
keep the wind from blowing about its 
leaves. That book, so lying, ready for 
the old man to read as soon as he came in 
from his work, told the story so gladden- 
ing to a missionary’s heart. There it 
was, as potent as of old to convey to the 
believer peace and joy—a glad light in 
the humble abode of age and. poverty. 
O the glorious gospel of the blessed God! 
How dark, how bleak, how wretched the. 
world without it! We were much pleased 
to see too, that the old man was evidently 
not ashamed to let his light shine before 
men. His influence was manifest in the 
fact that several of his neighbors professed 
to be inquirers. 

Besides the young woman above men- 
tioned, there were two others( Burmese) 
who considered themselves Christians, 
but lacked the courage to take the de- 
cisive step. One of these was the wife of 
the old man just referred to. Aged and 
blind, and near the end of her probation, 
it was delightful to believe that the true 
light had shined into her heart. 


Eager Hearers--Female Readers. 


10.—Nyoung-gong. Arrived here last 
night, having stopped to preach ata large 
village by the way. Wherever we preach, 
we always find some, often very many, 
who listen with interest, not to say ea- 
gerness, to the announcement of a new 
religion, and ask for tracts that they may 
have somethiug to guide their inquiries 
after we have left. At one village we 
found the people preparing for a religious 


ane 
| 
| 
| | 
7 
4 
| | 
° 
4 
: 
= 
| 
at 
| 


1860.] 


festival, to take place at the full of the 
moon. Such preparations are always 
made at the zayats, the houses being too 
small. Consequently the zayat adjoining 
the one at which we were staying, was 
thronged all day with women superintend- 
ing the various culinary operations, whose 
result was to be the feast. We improved 
to the fall this opportunity of preaching ; 
for, besides the large female congregation, 
our own zayat was half filled with male 
listeners. Tracts were so eagerly begged 
for, that at last we were obliged to refuse 
any more, as our supply was fast decreas- 
ing. A most pleasing novelty in this vil- 
lage is the fact that the women generally 
are able to read. 


Steadfast Believer. 


Aug 13.—Paudau. The whole district 
between this town, the terminus of our 
present tour in this direction, and Bas- 
sein, is much more populous than usual. 
It made us sad to feel how little we could 
accomplish, even in the exercise of our 
best and most laborious efforts. On our 
arrival here, we were much disappointed to 
find that the old man, who interested us 
so deeply in our visit here last year, had 
died a month since. But how gratifying 
it is to learn that he continued to the last 
firm in his rejection of Buddhism, and in 
the belief of one living and true God. 
Many who knew him well tell us he was 
constantly reading the books we left him. 
Tiere is a number of others of the same 
sect, (Paramat, or philosopher, ) whom 
we expect to meet to-day. 


The Gospel Adapted to Human Wants. 


Evening:—Again we have been made 
to feel most painfully the want of native 
helpers. ‘* To-morrow you leave us, and 
you leave no one to direct us farther 
on these things. Can’t you send some 
one to live here, who will teach us all 
about the new religion?’’ Such is the 
language that falls upon our ears, and we 
can only reply,—‘‘No, there is no one we 
can send.’? Nowhere in Burmah have 
I ever seen a number of people who 
interested me more than do these Paudau 
villagers. They come to our zayat, 
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and listen hour after hour with unbro- 
ken interest. to the great truths of the 
gospel, and depart reluctantly when the 
lateness of the hour tells them it is time 
to return to their families. The grand 
central truth of an eternal, self-existent 
God, we have to-day heard many express 
their cordial assent to, in language so 
sincere and earnest that there could be no 
doubt it was the only truth, the only 
view uf God which satisfied their souls. 
With the conviction that this truth was 
acknowledged, was gladly believed in by 
some of the most intelligent among the 
people, we felt that we could calmly smile 
upon all the vaunted power of Buddhism, 
born though it was far back in the cen- 
turies before Christ, and even now, before 
our very eyes, appealing to the senses of 
an ignorant and credulous people with 
all the pomp and sacredness of an asceti- 
cal priesthood, and innumerable idols and 
pagodas, ‘‘ Say among the heathen, Jeho- 
vah reigneth.”’ 


Ordinance-Day—Review. 


18.—Bassein. We returned here on 
the 16th. The assistant we left behind 
has not been idle, and we are glad to hear 
that the old man who professes faith in 
Christ has accompanied him in his itin- 
eracies about the town, thus giving most 
public and palpable evidence of his new 
status. Yesterday, he and another solic- 
ited baptism. A careful examination re- 
sulted in the conviction on our part that 
they were new creatures in Christ Jesus. 
They are to be baptized next Sunday. 
These men have not hastily or inconsider- 
ately embraced Christianity. They have 
both been inquiring and reading for 
many months. 

20.—Sunday. The Burman chapel pre- 
sented this morning a most animated and 
interesting sight. It happens to be the 
Burmese worship day, and many of the 
heathen, hearing probably that there 
was to be a baptism, came in, most of 
them telling over their beads, so insepar- 
able from the Burmese idea of devotion. 
The chapel was more than half filled by 
the Karen scholars frum Rev. Mr. Beech- 
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er’s school, all neatly and picturesquely 
dressed in their native costume. Several 
of the European residents, curious to see 
the natives at worship, were present. 
That beautiful hymn, “Just as I am, 
without one plea,’’ translated into Bur- 
mese, was given out and sung in the rich 
notes of “*Old Hundred.’’ A short ser- 
mon from, ‘‘ Pass the time of your sojour- 
ning here in fear,’’havir.g been preached, 
the whole congregation proceeded toa 
tank not far from the chapel. There the 
old man, one of the two above mentioned, 
was baptized. The other man, to our 
great grief, came to us last evening, and, 
on the plea that his mother had threat- 
ened to kill herself if he was baptized, de- 
clined receiving the ordinance until his 
mother’s opposition was overcome. Noth- 
ing that we could say seemed to have the 
smallest effect in changing his mind. In 
the afternoon we assembled again, and 
enjoyed together the communion of the 
Lord’s Supper. More than a hundred, 
Karens, Burmans, and ‘‘white foreigners, 
partook of the elements. 

To-morrow morning we leave for Hen- 
thada. We feel cheered in the review of 
the past few weeks. It is true, indeed, 
no work of great and startling extent 
has been effected. But thought has been 
excited, minds have been awakened, and 
many who never supposed Buddhism could 
be false, have heard new truths, and God’s 
word shall not return unto Him void. 
Hence we feel encouraged, and anticipate 
the future with hope. 


TAVOY MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. CROSS. 
Continued from Noy. 1859, p. 393. 

Mr. Cross left Tavoy on the 2nd of February 
to visit the Karen villages in the province of 
Mergui, with the expectation of returning 
home about the 10th of March. He delayed 
at the mouth of the river to cut and fit a mast 
for his sea boat, and to supply wood and water 
for the sea, and crossed the arm of the bay and 
arrived far up the Pyeekhya on the 4th. 

Electrical Phenomenon. 

Witnessed a very singular electrical 

phenomenon. A cloud, which would 
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spread over a square mile or more, pre- 
sented itself in a cumulus form and with 
a bright amber color. This cloud was 
surrounded by a dark region of nimbi, 
separated from their amber-colored neigh- 
bor by a considerable space of open at- 
mosphere. The bright cloud seemed to 
be the sporting ground of numerous fiery 
serpents, darting their fiery forms hither 
and thither in all directions, across the 
clouds ; sometimes swimming slowly in a 
sea of purple light, then with a sudden 
dart and flash they would leave the whole 
sea, a scene of black darkness. The fiery 
snakes would however soon appear from 
the borders in all directions, and leap in- 
ward and across each other. But occa- 
sionally one and another would spring 
downwards into the region of nimbi, across 
the space of open atmosphere ; and in this 
distant place become the centre of another 
field of sport, similar to the one it had 
just left. 


5.—When I met in the chapel this 
morning a Karen who had been a con- 
firmed lunatic for the last ten years, but 
who was, on my first arrival in the coun- 
try, one of the most promising assistants 
in the province of Tavoy, he said to me, 
‘* I saw the lightning last night and was 
afraid.”’ ‘* Why were you afraid?’ 
Because I was unarmed,’’ What 
arms did you want?’’ ‘I wanted to hold 
the lightning’s spears ; or, becoming my- 
self its equal, then I should not be 
afraid.’”’ Thus a striking phenomenon 
arouses, even in the mind of a Karen lu- 
natic, one of the highest emotions of po- 
etry, and shows that we do not labor for 
minds incapable of thought, when we 
strive to free the Karens from their thrall 
of ignorance and superstition. 


Church Walking in the Comfort of the 
Holy Ghost. 


6.—Sabbath. The church in this place 
were nearly all present at the meetings. 
Last year I could not but say, ‘* beauti- 
ful ! ’?—when I saw all the members to- 
gether in the chapel, and heard a full 
and free expression of their Christian feel- 
ings and walk during the year. I may 
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still say ‘ beautiful! ’’—for not a case 
for rebuke or discipline has appeared, 
and all seem striving together for the 
faith of the gospel and for peace with all 
men. I never felt more inspired in at- 
tempting to preach under any circum- 
stances, than in attempting to say to 
them, ‘‘ Rejoice in the Lord always; 
and again I say, Rejoice.’’ Phil. 4: 4. 
Four persons were baptized. These were 
two middle aged men, with their wives, 
—all from among the heathen—a new 
thing for us in this region. Conversions 
directly from among the heathen, have 
been at a standstill for many years in 
Tavoy and Mergui. In the evening, the 
communion of the Lord’s Supper. Bless- 
ed Sabbath! and blessed privilege, in 
these far off regions, so recently the un- 
disturbed kingdom of Satan, now to meet 
with a large body of Christians ‘‘rooted 
and grounded in the faith,’’ and so, ap- 
parently, ‘lively stones”’ in the temple of 
God. 

On the 7th Mr. Cross left Pyeekhya to visit 
the churches and villages on the Tenasserim 
river south of Mergui, with the intention of 
taking every village of the Karens on his re- 
turn along the coast. The pastors of Pyee- 
khya and Patsauoo, and one unordained assist- 
ant, accompanied him. A nuinber of his pupils 
also travelled with him as voluntary boatmen. 


Questions of Karen Assistants. 


On board my boat, when the men are 
at leisure, I encourage them to ask ques- 
tions on any subject they choose, taking 
care to give the best answers I am capable 
of, so as to make my boat answer as well 
as possible as a school room. These ex- 
ercises sometimes keep me engaged even 
till long after midnight. To show the 
character of the exercises, and the ques- 
tions which trouble the Karens as stu- 
dents of the Bible, I will give the ques- 
tions presented and answered to-night. 

‘* What did Paul mean, when he said, 
‘So fight I, not as one that beateth the 
air?” 

*‘ What does Christ mean, when he 
says, ‘ Jerusalem shall be trodden down 
of the Gentiles, until the time of the Gen- 
tiles be fulfilled?’ ”’ 
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‘“What does ‘ the abomination of deso- 
lation, spoken of by the prophet Daniel, 
mean ?”’ 

‘* What does Christ mean, when he 
says, ‘ wheresoever the carcass is, there 
will the eagles be gathered together?’ ”’ 


‘‘Was Judas Iscatiot a good man ora 
bad? We are in doubt. How can we 
say he was a bad man, when he did the 
act which has resulted in the greatest 
good to the world, and an act which he 
was chosen of Christ himeelf to perform, 
and which, if he had not done, we do not 
see that the world could be saved?”’ To 
this I could only say, that God chooses 
instruments fitted to the end for which 
theyare chosen. Ifa cruel act, at which 
all pity revolts, and from which even hu- 
man nature, still represented by the vast 
majority of men on earth, shrinks away, 
as too wicked and cruel,—if such a work 
must be done in order to remove a great 
barrier to the exercise of mercy, or to 
prepare the way for good to men, then to 
do this act, God must choose @ man un- 
commonly hardened and uncommonly 
selfish, or he cannot do the act. If Christ 
had chosen John to betray him, it would 
have been an unwise and unsuitable 
choice ; for John would have acted against 
all the promptings of his soul and would 
have failed. It is therefore clear that 
Judas was a devil, or fully given up to 
the evil and debased nature which Satan 
begat in him. This answer could not be 
objected to, and seemed satisfactory. 


‘* Who tempted Satan to sin at the 
first? If none, then sin must have been 
latent in his mind, when created. Why 
did God create him with the seed of evil 
in his mind? Did He not know that it 
would spring up?’’ I could only say, 
‘* You mistake when you think God plant- 
ed the seed of sin in the mind of Satan. 
It was not a seed inevitably destined to 
produce sin, as a paddy seed always pro- 
duces paddy. It was not a bad seed in 
the mind of Satan. It was that liberty 
without which no happiness in earth or 
heaven could exist, the liberty which 
makes man differ from the paddy or the 
rocks, which in the case of Satan became 
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deformed, or was misused, and hence re- 
sulted in rebellion against God, and in 
the fall of Satan and of man by him. 
But this liberty, unabused, is not the 
seed of sin, but of obedience and peace 
and joy with God in the minds of all the 
angels. It was necessary therefore for 
God to create this liberty, or else see for- 
ever the whole universe lie out before Him 
a barren waste, without joy or thought. 
It has been abused by comparatively few. 
Those few suffer, but they become an ex- 
ample, to a whole universe full of happi- 
ness, of the misery and destruction which 
must follow upon an abuse of liberty or 
upon the pursuit of an evil choice.— 
Without the power of choice, no happi- 
ness could exist. If the power of choice 
exists, it has no limit and can choose evil, 
or rather it can choose to fortify itself at 
the expense of wrong, and thus it becomes 
sin. It was wise in God to create such a 
power, and it is the highest glory of the 
creation. All else is as far inferior to it 
as the earth or dirt we tread is to the 
soul of the highest angels. The creation 
of liberty has alone given the occasion 
for God to reveal Himself as merciful and 
just; and without it, no being could 
praise Him or delight in his character. 
This question, therefore, with which you 

much perplex yourselves, and which 
has become in your minds and in the 
heathen the occasion almost of feeling 
that God Himself is evil, when you see 
the right answer, only reveals the infinite 
wisdom and mercy of God, instead of 
ground for cavil and reproach. 

I record my own replies, because I am 
willing that all our brethren should see 
the character of the Karen mind in the 
nature of their inquiries, and also the 
methods we take to meet and satisfy their 
inquiries. 

8.—The questions of my pupils to-day 
took a more historical character. Such 
as, ‘* Where were the Jews scattered to, 
when driven from their own country? 
To what parts of the earth did they prob- 
ably carry a knowledge of their law and 
of God? What effect upon the doctrines 
of Gaudama, and the traditions of our 
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ancestors did the presence of these Jews 
in these countries so long ago produce ?”’ 


Church at Baulau. 

11.—Arrived at Baulau in the evening, 
and I met with a cordial welcome. The 
pastor of this church apostatized last 
year ; but their deacon and the goungyoke 
of this district who reside here, have taken 
turns in preaching on the Sabbath, and 
say that the people have attended meeting 
well during the year. It is now evident 
that their pastor’s wife, by her unfaith- 
fulness, had vexed her husband to leave 
her. I hear of him now in Siam. It is 
said that he has obtained liberty of the 
headman of a large district to teach 
Christian schools, and has been engaged 
in teaching and preaching during the 
year. The wife whom he left has taken 
up with a Burman or Bengali, and left 
the place. 

13.—Sabbath. A very interesting day. 
My own heart was greatly enlarged, and 
filled with strong feelings for the people. 
Two men were baptized. The communion 
season in the evening was conducted by 
the pastors of the Pyeekhya and Patsauoo 
churches. I find I can endure more labor 
with less fatigue than at the beginning 
of the season. My sermon in the forenoon 
was about two hours in length,—partly 
because I forgot myself, and partly be- 
cause I wished to make an impression 
which would not soon be effaced. The 
rest of the day was spent in giving in- 
structions to the church and to particular 
individuals. At the close of the day I 
felt exhausted, but mostly free from those 
symptoms in my chest, which have alarm- 
ed my friends as well as our physician, 
under whose care I had been kept for 
some time before the commencement + of 
my jungle travel. 

I have not been able to find a suitable 
man to occupy this place as pastor. But 
an arrangement was made by which the 
pastor of the Patsauoo church is expected 
to spend a year with this church, in order 
to instruct them more fully. 

14.—Went still further up the river, a 
good twenty-four hours’ journey, to visit 
the little church at Tapotah. This is a 
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Sgau church. The members are few, but 
better instructed by their pastor, and are 
exerting a good influence. Their neigh- 
bors, who at first opposed and persecuted 
the three or four Christians who first 
commenced in this place six years ago, 
now begin to seek their favor and show a 
feeling of dependence upon the Christians. 


Rare Bird. 


16.—Returned down the river with 
haste, so as to reach Kabin before the 
Sabbath. At Baulau I had found and 
purchased a splendid pheasant, somewhat 
resembling the Argus pheasant, but not 
of that species. It is, I think, a wholly 
undescribed species, and found in these 
provinces only in a comparatively small 
district. The bird is nearly as large as 
the female turkey of one year, uniformly 
black, except two or three graceful stripes 
of white on the sides; and the head is 
without feathers and called green by the 
natives. The legs are free from feathers 
and rather slender, and about six or eight 
inches in length. They are furnished 
with spurs. The tail folds like that of 
the common fowl, and has a graceful 
curve, with afew white feathers in the 
middle. I introduce this description be- 
cause I think the bird has never been de- 
scribed before. I had purchased it and 
expected it to be ready caged against my 
return. I found, however, on my return, 
that the man had sold the bird for pre- 
cisely what I gave him. He had been a 
Christian, but had apostatized, and the 
people said this was the reason. 

Mergui—‘“ The Shining Boy.” 

18.—Arrived again at Mergui, and 
found the few residents of Mergui very 
kind and obliging. Made an arrangement 
by which the Karens can receive their 
mail monthly, instead of waiting the 
whole year, as has been the case form- 
erly. 

The people with me, while in the city, 
met with a report by which the Burmans 
are greatly excited and stirred up through- 
out the province. It issaid that a young 
man or lad, has appeared at Kabin, who 

hines all over like a lamp. The Bur- 
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mans say, ‘‘ True enough this shining 
boy is a ‘Kharit’ or Christ; yet it is 
their god or law that has made him shine, 
and it is a fulfilment of their religion, 
and the glory is not at all to be given to 
Christianity.”’ 

19.—Arrived last night at Kabin, and 
took an early opportunity this morning 
to inquire after the ‘‘ shining boy,’’ a re- 
port of whose appearance has made such 
a stir among the Burmans. All the in- 
formation which the pastor of the church 
could give me was, that the said boy 
came to his house one morning during 
the rains, with a light or phosphorescent 
spot on his forehead; and that, on his 
asking the boy why he had been rubbing 
fungus-fire upon his forehead, he left 
without any explanation, and went di- 
rectly to his father’s house. There had 
been a great abundance of beautiful light 
produced by damp decaying wood that 
evening. But the parents of the boy did 
not wholly understand the reason of the 
light on their boy’s forehead, and hence 
the origin of a great awakening among 
the Burmans, to meet their God. 

Here then are vast multitudes, who 
have heard of the gospel from the days of 
Judson and Boardman, and have been 
exhorted to believe in Christ who is the 
light of the world, but have strenuously 
and unitedly refused to believe ; yet, like 
credulous infidels everywhere, they are 
borne away en masse by such nonsense as 
this. 

Kabin Church and Pastor—Temperance 
Measure. 

20.—This church is considerably seat- 
tered, and has not been thriving so well 
for the past two years as formerly. They 
are an instance to prove how necessary 
the labors and watch care of a good na- 
tive pastor are to promote steadfastness 
in the faith. Their pastor is a good man, 
but for two years has been rather un- 
steadily with his people. His wife died 
about two years since, and he soon after 
married again in a distant village. His 
new wife was anxious that her husband 
should become the pastor of the church 
where she lived. But the church would 
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not consent to the arrangement. Her 
unwillingness at first to leave her friends, 
broke up the constancy of her husband’s 
presence with his people. They began to 
find fault and to neglect their pastor, on 
account of his seeming neglect of them. 
They left him houseless, and began to 
acatter away from the village. He was 
obliged to occupy a little corner in the 
chapel during the rains. But they now 
seem to have come to an understanding. 
They have built their pastor a good 
house, and his wife, who is an uncom- 
monly efficient woman, aims to enter with 
hearty codperation into the pastor's work. 
The people are much annoyed, as well as 
tempted, by trading boats from the city, 
bringing arrack and teasing young per- 
sons and others to buy and drink it. I 
found such a boat present, and emptied 
their arrack into the river, in presence of 
the villagersand the boatmen and traders 
of a number of boats. Government does 
not allow this practice of selling arrack, 
etc. 


Karen Influence Advancing. 

22.—Arrived at Kawot with ease by 
my sea boat in twenty hours. Last year 
it was fifty hours of hard rowing. Here 
I meet with reports of the ‘‘shining boy”’ 
at Kabin, with the addition that the 
Burmans had already gone in multitudes 
to worship him. The Burmans also re- 
port that I had required the Commissioner 
at Mergui to study the Karen language. 
These reports, like straws on the tide, 
show the drift of the general feeling of 
the Burmese in regard to the Karens. 
Karen influence is rapidly gaining the 
ascendency. Already the Burmans say, 
when they hear any strange report of 
what is going on in other parts of this 
country or the world, “Go to the Karen 
Christians, and they will tell you the 
truth of the matter.”’ 

I was here shocked to learn that one of 
my most promising pupils had probably 
been buried alive. He had fallen, when 
passing down from one of the houses in 
the village, in consequence of a round 
breaking in the ladder. He fell but a 
few feet and soon swooned. The old peo- 
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ple determined that he should be buried 
immediately, lest he should rise again, 
and they would always regard him as a 
‘*nat.’’ All bore testimony to the young 
man’s piety and truly exemplary con- 
duct. 
Karen Inquirer—Backslider. 

23.—After the morning sermon, I was 
conversing with a heathen man, who now 
for the first time made his appearance as 
an inquirer. He was dressed in a silk 
ptso and red jacket, and had the appear- 
ance of being a man of some importance. 
He wished to become a disciple and to 
put down his name as asking for baptism, 
when the church should see fit to receive 
him. While conversing with this man, a 
tall man came in, well dressed, and one 
of the finest looking Karens I have ever 
seen. I soon turned to him, and found, 
on inquiry, that he was the father of one 
of the Christians, and that he himself has 
once been a disciple, as well as his wife. 
I inquired of him who he was. He said, 
«Slave was once a disciple. But slave 
saw the misconduct of the other disciples, 
and slave turned away from being a dis- 
ciple.’”” I remarked thgt it was not 
proper for him to address me in that way. 
I was not a lord, nor he a slave to me. 
‘Yet it is well that you call yourself a 
slave. You have made yourself a slave 
to those whom you profess to despise ; for 
instead of becoming an example of piety 
and obedience to God, as you ought to 
be, you have been ruled by feeble, erring 
disciples, whose darkness and former hab- 
its of sin have made them incapable of 
stemming the tide of temptations which 
beset them. You have put yourself on a 
lower scale than the lowest of them, and 
pretend thus to have your whole conduct 
governed. This certainly is being a slave 
in good earnest. But I am afraid you 
have a still harder master than the ill 
conduct of the disciples.”” He confessed 
that he drank arrack. But he said, ‘‘ he 
would return and be a Christian, if the 
disciples would do right.’’ I pointed out 
to him the fact that he had been setting 
a bad example for years, and had led 
many weaker persons astray, while he 
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was deceiving himself with the idea that 
he himself was led astray by others. This 
is the first time that either this man or 
his wife have attended the meetings on 
my visits to this place, within my recol- 
lection. They were both baptized, the 
wife by Mr. Mason, and the husband by 
Mr. Ingalls, some twenty years ago. 
They are wealthy Karens, and have ex- 
erted a great influence. Out of a numer- 
ous family of sons, only one has been bap- 
tized, and he has for the last year or two 
kept himselfas.a Christian. Evidently, 
an influence is operating on his parents 
and brothers, one or two of whom were 
present. 

This church, Kawot, is evidently grow- 
ing in strength for the past two years. 
Three young women were baptized, and 
the communion season was very interest- 
ing. 

24.— Arrived at Oungpoore. This 
church has been divided and scattered, 
on account of a quarrel between the two 
principal men of the place. They now 
conclude to call a teacher, and I trust 
they will again prosper. 


RANGOON MISSION. 
LETTERS FROM DR. DAWSON. 


Need of the Spirit’s Power. 
Rangoon, Aug. 16, 1859.—I wish we 


could have a little more progress in our | 


direct mission work. The labor is hard, 
toiling among rocks. ‘ How long, O 
Lord,’ we may well cry, ‘‘ before the 
needed blessing is poured out ?”’ 

We continue to be visited by people 
from both town and country, some asking 
for tracts, some wishing to inquire about 
this new religion, some wanting medicine, 
and some seeking advice to relieve them 
from their present troubles. With these 
various objects in view, they come and go, 
in twos and threes, and occasionally there 
are ten or a dozen atatime. I cannot 
say that any very great thing is accom- 
plished in these various cases. They are 
not converted, nor do they afford any tan- 
gible evidence of being sincerely in earn- 
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est in seeking the salvation of their souls. 
At times, a gleam of hope arises in respect 
to some of these casual visitors. But 
they seldom return beyond the second 
or third time; often, the visit is not 
repeated. Home-prejudices are strong. 
Family, friends and priests exert their in- 
fluence, and it is exceedingly difficult for 
any man or woman in this country to 
withstand its power. A higher power is 
needed, to convince of sin, and to guide 
the anxious soul to God, for pardon and 
peace. 
Drought and Scarcity. 


In all parts of the country, there is ap- 
parent tranquillity. Border affrays are 
said to have ceased. Rice is scarce, both 
in the upper and lower provinces, which 
necessarily causes considerable alarm.— 
The people now eat less, and waste less 
rice, than they have done in many years. 
The prospect too of the coming harvest is 
considered to be not over bright. The 
season is exceptional in regard to rain. 
It surprises every body to see a dusty street 
at this period of the year. If more rain 
does not fall, and that shortly, the crops 
must suffer seriously. 


Death of Mrs. Hough. 

Sept. 6.—With feelings of regret I 
have to announce the death of two aged 
Christians, whose lives and works, in 
connection with missionary labors in 
Burmah, deserve a record in the annals 
of the Burman Mission. 

The first death occurred at Maulmain, 
and was that of Mrs. Phebe Hough, the 
wife of the Rev. George H. Hough, who 
for many years was a missionary to this 
country, laboring under the patronage of 
the late Triennial Convention of the Bap- 
tist Denomination in America.* 


Death of a Burman Deacon. 


The other is that of the venerable dea-. 
con Ko Kwet-nee, of the Burmese church 
at Kambet. This sad event took place 
on Sunday, Aug. 21. 

The Burmese employ a striking figure 
of speech to describe the termination of 


* See obituary of Mrs. Hough, p. 30. 
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human life at an advanced age. ‘‘ As 
the fruit gradually ripens on a tree and 
finally falls, so old age gradually creeps 
upon men, and at length death overtakes 
us all.’’ The sere and yellow leaf, or the 
mellowed fruit, is a fit metaphor, to rep- 
resent the close of the natural life. In 
oriental countries, where vegetation does 
not undergo those marked changes, which 
are indicative of the seasons.in temperate 
latitudes, its existence is apparently pro- 
longed. At last it drops and decays from 
full maturity and ripeness. Seizing this 
idea, the Burmese use it as most expres- 
sive of the death of an aged person. 


Village of Kambet. 


Kambet, where a small Burmese church 
exists, is a rural village, and is distant 
about five miles to the northeast from 
Rangoon. Embowered among lofty, 
wide-spreading trees, it stands on the 
margin of an extensive rice plain. In 
the settlement, which is of ancient date, 
there are about one hundred and fifty 
houses, and the people are mostly engaged 
in agriculture. 


History of the Deceased Deacon. 


The history of the good old deacon is 
briefly told. Some where about the year 
1788, he was born in the village of Yet- 
toung, in the Meaday district, and not 
far from the present English boundary of 
Pegu-. Soon after the first war between 
the English and Burmese, while travel- 
ling on the Irrawadi, he met ‘Sa-yah 
Judson,’’ from whom he first heard of the 
new religion. After getting some few 
ideas upon the subject, his mind became 
anxious to look into the matter. Not 
many months had elapsed, before he saw 
the late Burmese teacher, Ko Thah A., 
who had reached the village of Enmah, 
to the eastward of Prome, on a preaching 
tour. The opportunity seemed especially 
providential to the new inquirer, and he 
at once went deliberately and intelligibly 
to work, to learn more thoroughly ‘* the 
more excellent way.’’ Remaining some 
weeks at the village, in company with 
the native preacher, praying and study- 
ing and inquiring, his mind was finally en- 
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lightened, and his heart affected with the 
great salvation. He soon settled down in 
the belief that he was a Christian. Ac- 
cordingly he applied for baptism ; but the 
native evangelist, who was not ordained 
at that time by the laying on of hands, 
though evidently ordained to the work by 
the power of the Holy Ghost, at first hes- 
itated to administer the ordinance, At 
length, however, Ko Thah A consented ; 
and, among the scores of converts, chiefly 
among the Karens, whom that successful 
native missionary baptized, the deceased 
deacon Ko-Kwet-nee was about the first. 
It was a signal evidence of the efficiency 
and simplicity of the gospel, working 
through a Burmese preacher, among his 
own fellow countrymen. 

Shortly after his baptism, the new con- 
vert, Ko Kwet-nee, moved down the coun- 
try, and took up his abode with his wife 
and children at the village of Kambet. 
Here he had lived nearly forty years. 
During that long period, owing to the 
despotic character of the government, the 
absence of missionaries most of the time 
from Rangoon and the opposition of his 
neighbors, he seems to have had his full 
share of trials, sorrows and temptations, 
together with glimpses of sunlight and 


: spiritual joys. 


His faith in the Saviour was never 
broken. Indeed, toward the close of his 
days, it seemed to grow stronger and 
stronger. Though weak and emaciated 
in body, his soul felt strong in Christ, 
and strong in prayer for the blessing to 
rest upon himself, his poor family, and 
his heathen friends around. 

At the funeral, which took place on 
Tuesday, Aug. 23, nearly the whole vil- 
lage community was present. Many at- 
tended from neighboring hamlets, and all 
the village officers were there. Over three 
hundred persons were in attendance, fol- 
lowing the coffin to the grave, while many 
were already waiting on the grounds of 
the cemetery. Ashe was known through- 
out the region to be a Christian, I had 
little expectation of seeing such a large 
gathering of heathen friends and specta- 
tors, both at the house and at the grave. 
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Suitable religious services were held at 
both places by the native pastor, Ko En, 
who was an old friend of the deceased, 
and the opportunity was improved by me 
to invite the attention of a large con- 
course of these people to the claims of the 
gospel upon their hearts. 


Controversy—An Old Acquaintance. 


After the body had been deposited in 
the grave, a dispute sprung up at a con- 
tiguous zayat, in the cemetery, between 
two Burmese, on the Christian religion. 
They spoke loudly and boisterously, each 
trying to put the other down by sharp 
arguments. One being in favor of it, the 
other was against it, and a crowd collect- 
ed to hear the discussion. Though pleas- 
ed with the controversy, I did not like 
the tone and manner of it, and so inter- 
fered as a peace-maker, advising the op- 
poser to look coolly and quietly into the 
matter, when I thought he too would be 
convinced, as the other man was. 

An old Buddhist priest with whom I 
was long acquainted, who was a sort of 
Buddhist Cardinal before the war, resides 
at that village. He is called the ‘‘ goung- 
yoke,”’ or head over a large diocese of 
Buddhist priests, and was installed into 
that high office by letters patent from the 
late king of Ava. I visited him at his 
monastery. He readily recognized me, and 
was very friendly. He said he knew me 
before the war, and was glad to meet me. 
All his former pageantry and display have 
disappeared. He now lives in great sim- 
plicity for a person of his position among 
Buddhists. He will listen very cour- 
_ teously to remarks about Christianity, 
but he will likewise have his say on the 
subject of his own religion. For a man 
of his age, (he is now about eighty years 
old,) his intellect is remarkably clear and 
strong. 


TELOOGOO MISSION. 
JOURNAL OF MR. DOUGLASS. 


The following journal of Mr. Douglass, re- 
ceived under date of June 10, is anterior in 
point of time to that printed in the Magazine 
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for Dec., 1859, p. 427, It is, however, inter- 
esting as an illustration of the nature of the 
work pursued by the mission, and important 
as a contribution to its continuous history. 


Village Preaching—Objections Met— 
Snake Worshippers. 


We left Nellore Feb. 16, 1859, for 
Kodavelloor, a village of considerable 
size, nine miles to the north, on the high 
road. The road is passable with horse 
conveyances as far as Alloor, eighteen 
miles. 

17.—In the evening, went with br. 
Jewett to the village. We soon found 
ourselves in separate groups, talking to, 
perhaps in all,one hundred persons, of 
the great things of Christ's kingdom. 
After talking at some length, one man 
said, ‘‘Show me your God, and I will 
then believe.’? I said, ‘*Show me your 
soul, and then I may believe you have 
one.‘ He saw the point in the reply, 
and was prepared to give up his position, 
‘God being a spirit.”” Another said, 
‘* How does the new birth come?” I 
asked, **‘ How does the light come now 
from the setting sun? Or how does the 
wind come, and why?’’ We know not. 
Then I referred to the conversation of 
Jesus with Nicodemus. They all con- 
fessed that they must die ; but where they 
were to go, or what would be their con- 
dition, all was dark and unknown. I 
found before I was done that most of my 
company were snake-worshippers, the 
principal one, the cobra, the great dread 
of all natives. After various other ques- 
tions, we had an opportunity to set forth 
to these degraded snake-worshippers the 
great plan of salvation through Christ. 
One man, a merchant, seemed to under- 
stand well what we said, and evidently 
saw the great contrast between his own 
and the religion of Jesus. 


Salvation in no Other. 


18.—Preached near the idol temple, to 
some twenty or thirty persons. The head 
man of the village was full of talk, evi- 
dently esteeming us troublers in their vil- 
lage. The principal speaker, after find- 
ing, as he imagined, many resemblances 
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between his ‘religion and ours, said, 
** Your religion for you, ours for us.”” I 
replied by telling him my wants as a sin- 
ner, in danger of destruction, and that if 
his religion could help me, I begged him 
to show me the way. He could show no 
remedy for sin, but punishment. He 
seemed perfectly silenced, and with the 
whole company heard for a long time, 
while we showed “‘ the Way, the Truth 
and the Life.’’ The company were un- 
usually intelligent. 


From this point Mr. Douglass went to the 
Pariah village, and found that Lydia, the fe- 
male assistant, had anticipated him and was 
talking to a company of attentive hearers. 
The people heard willingly, but, it was feared, 
understood little, as.no one had ever before 
told them of “this way.” 


The next day Messrs. Jewett and Douglass, 
with the catechist, went to Gundaverum, a 
large village about three miles west of Koda- 
velloor. Of this place, Mr. Douglass says— 


It is wholly given up to idols,—three 
large temples, two in ruins; as brother 
Jewett said, ‘These temples crumble, 
and more than their hardness seems to go 
into the people.” We could only say 
it was true, as we turned away to the 
poor despised Pariahs, who heard us 
gladly into the evening. If we were to 
remain long enough for their prejudice 
_ fears to wear away, good might be 


“Who hath believed our Report ?” 


21.—We went to Rajapalum, a village 
of perhaps two hundred houses. Among 
the caste people we found not a man will- 
ing even to hear us for five minutes. We 
then went to the Pariahs, who heard, but 
their ignorance was profound. We left 
the place sad in heart. 

25.—In the morning, I went alone to 
the village of Mopoor, a small village, 
comparatively, but rich. Found but few 
to hear. In the evening, our whole com- 
pany went. Nota man or woman would 
come near us. If we approached them, 
they would flee into their houses and shut 
the doors. After talking for an hour at 
great distances, we left them. 
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Doctrine of the Heathen. 


26.—Sabbath. We visited the Pariah 
village. Here the people swarmed around 
us, giving the most earnest heed to the 
word spoken. The contrast between this 
and the day previous was complete. In 
the evening, after worship, we went to 
another small Pariah village. Had but 
few to hear us. Just as we were leav- 
ing, a wealthy reddy, or farmer, came 
over the wall from his fields. Leaving 
the company I went to him, and the fol- 
lowing conversation ensued. I found 
him a man proud of his worldly goods 
and his intellect. After putting a few 
questions to him, he said in substance as 
follows. ‘*Sin and merit alternate ; 
sometimes one and sometimes the other 
exists ; and sometimes they are mixed to- 
gether. God is one ; but we have various 
names by which we call upon Him. In 
this, your and our religion are one. God 
has manifested Himself in various ways. 
An idol is nothing, only so far as it is in 
the place of God. Besides, God is the 
author of our existence and all our acts. 
As we pull the various strings to move 
the limbs of the automaton, so God moves 
us.”” I then said—* If God is the author 
of all our acts, then He is the author of 
our sins. If you strike a man and cause 
his death, God lifted your arm and dealt 
the blow and so committed murder.”’ 
‘* Yes, God is the author of sin.”” I then 
said, ** Your God is not mine.”” ‘* But,”’ 
said he, ‘‘a child, before its birth, has 
life, a nature. That nature and life God 
gave it. It had no choice in the matter, 
but was as clay in the hand of the potter, 
not knowing good from evil. That na- 
ture is not changed by growth, and is the 
author of all the good and evil we do in 
this life. And when we die, He who 
gave that nature, or soul, will take it to 
Himeelf, and there the whole affair 
closes.’’ I had only time to state briefly 
the way sin entered the world, when I 
took leave, after he had invited us to visit 
his village again, assuring us that all the 
village would come together to Hear us, 
though before they ran away. The fol- 
lowing morning was fixed as the time. 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
4 
if 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 
¥ | 
4 
d 
| 
i 
| 
| 
if 
i 
{ 
~ 
q 
i 


1860.] 


Rejecting the Counsel of God. 


27.—Kanakaya and myself went, as in- 
vited, to the village at half past six, A. 
M. After reading a few moments aloud, 
with not a person to come near us, we sat 
for twenty minutes. As the sun began 
to burn, and fearing we had come in vain, 
I mounted a stone near by and began in 
a loud tone to relate the story of the cross, 
—at the same time seeing perhaps fifty 
persons, in various directions, looking at 
us over walls and through walls. Soon, 
to our surprise, more than one hundred 
and fifty, men, women and children, 
swarmed around us, the rich reddy before 
named and brahmins, in great numbers, 
putting on the boldest and most determin- 
ed front. O Lord, now help thy servants, 
—was our prayer. 

We soon found they were determined 
to talk us down, asking questions of the 
most trivial, as well as of the most mo- 
mentous importance ; but in no instance 
waiting a reply. Every species of insult, 
raillery and scorn was used. After an 
hour, seeing we would not move or yield, 
they began to slacken their fire; when 
we had an opportunity to tell them much 
of Jesus, their need of him, and the doom 
of all who do not find salvation through 
him. We finally took a quiet leave, 
warned by the sun and the hardness of 
their hearts that for the time our duty 
was done there. As we left, we told 
them, ‘‘ You asked us to speak to you the 
words of God. We now leave; your sin 
is your own, not ours.”’ ‘ Yes, we will 
bear it,’’ said they.”’ So we left this place, 
where Satan’s seat is, 


Alloor—Eager Hearers. 


March 1.—We reached Alloor, eighteen 
miles north of Nellore, at which ends the 
carriage road. This is a village of large 
size. Population, between five and six 
thousand. The collector of Nellore has a 
bungalow here, which he very kindly al- 
lowed us to occupy while there. We 
found this a great comfort, as the heat 
was getting fearful at midday in tents. 
At evening I went out to the village, find- 
ing quite a company at the resting place 
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by the way side. I had an animated and 
pleasant talk with more than twenty per- 
sons. They were ready, like all heathen, 
to admit themselves guilty of sin and de- 
serving death ;—but ‘‘ who is Jesus?” 
I tried to tell them. They gave the most 
respectful attention. 

2.—Our company went to the tent we 
had pitched on the other side of the town, 
near the Pariahs. As none came, we 
went to their houses. They at once re- 
membered br. and sr. Jewett, and told 
the words they spoke to them five years 
previous. 


3.—We divided our company, br. Jew- 
ett, Kanakaya and myself going to the 
cutchery in the morning. Here we found 
a large company, mostly servants of gov- 
ernment and brahmins, also others of high 
caste. The humbling doctrines of the 
cross found no place in their hearts. 
Only two men out of one hundred, seemed 
in the least to wish to hear of this way 
of salvation. In the evening, went again 
to the Pariahs, and had a most interest- 
ing season. They seemed most eager to 
hear, and at the same time evidently un- 
derstood our message. As we were about 
leaving them (fifty or more), they be- 
sought us most eagerly for a school, say- 
ing, ‘ These are true words you have 
said ; but we shall soon forget them after 
you have left.’’ As we were to be several 
days in their village, we promised to con- 
sider their request. We are happy to 
say that the day we left, Rangashia came, 
and at present (June 1) hasa school there 
of twenty children. 
4.—We visited the Soodra part of the 
town. Here is the temple of Vishnu. 
How vile the images, the people more 
vile, and harder than the hard stones of 
this monument of Satan. We had many 
‘to hear us, and considerable freedom in 
bearing testimony for Jesus. 
5—7.—We made visits to different 
parts of the town, sometimes cheered and 
sometimes grieved. One man of high 
caste followed us often, evidently to hear 
the word. He came to the bungalow and 
tents for books. Several others encour- 


aged us to hope that with God’s blessing 
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on his word they would soon quit their 
idols and embrace Christ. 


On the 8th, Mr. J. and family left for Nel- 
lore, having been out in tents over two months. 
Their leave-taking and the heat made the day 
a broken one. 


Awakening Topic—Encouraging Words. 


9.—In the morning I went in company 
with Kanakaya to Chingapetha, a large 
village three miles west of Alloor. We 
hastened away at daybreak that we might 
find the people at nome, and to avoid the 
heat of the sun. We had perhaps one 
hundred to hear us for an hour anda 
half. But few seemed to get at the mean- 
ing of our message or to desire to do 60, 
the subject being evidently new, no mis- 
sionary, 80 far as I could learn, ever hay- 
ing visited the place. The death of the 
Son of God arrested their attention, and 
some expressed wonder at such disinter- 
ested love. The Spirit must open the eye 
of the soul, or all is vain. ~ 

10.—In the morning went to Judoo- 
pooroo, a village three miles east of Al- 
loor. We had a large company of hear- 
ers, among them several troublers. After 
half an hour of apparently useless con- 
versation, we told them we would go to 
the poor Pariahs. As we rose to go, the 
troublers left; when one of the company 
begged us to stop a little, and said, 
“Your religion is true, and ours is false ; 
your Bible is true, our books are wicked- 
ness and folly,’’—and many other words, 
cheering us much; and this he said be- 
fore all present, in the calmest manner, 
not one of the company to reproach him 
or contradict. I asked him how he had 
learned all these things? His reply was, 
**T have been examining the subject for 
years; I have seen the works of Chris- 
tians, and know what they believe to be 
true.”’ With a promise to come again, I 
left Kanakaya to tell them more of the 
way of salvation. 

During the following five days we re- 
mained at Alloor. We made another visit 
to each of the villages named above. At 
one of them, a man, after hearing read 
the conversation at the well with the Sa- 
maritan woman, asked with apparent 
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surprise, if Jesus, our God, did actually 
live on the earth? We could say, ‘* God 
was manifest in the flesh.”” The poor 
heathen’s manifestations of his god or 
gods are but the vain imaginings of his 
ancestors ; nothing real on which to rest 
the soul. In all these villages we gave 
more or less books and portions of the 
Bible. Before leaving Alloor, we had 
several visits from small parties, whose 
curiosity, to say the least, had been 
awakened. Would that we could hope 
more, and have more faith. We are 
sure, then, that the Lord of the harvest 
would gather many from the thousands 
to whom we were permitted to relate the 
story of the cross, to be in his kingdom 
forever. The great annual festival at 
Nellore being at hand, we hastened home 
to be present, feeling grateful for the care 
and mercy of our heavenly Father during 
our month’s journey in the villages. Ar- 
rived March 16th. 

The festival was quite as in former 
years, except that there was a greater 
readiness to hear and know this great sal- 
vation. The three days of its continu- 
ance, March 17—19, were most laborious. 
The huge car was drawn, followed by 
thousands, shouting to the dumb idol as 
they passed our compound. 

After a few days’ rest, I resolved to 
make a tour to severul villages lying to 
the east of Nellore. 


Visit to Villages East of Nellore. 


Monday evening, March 28, Mr. Douglass 
rode to Narama reddy petta, sending the tent 
before him, five miles from Nellore and three 
miles south of the river Pennar, with the 
young catechist, Kanakaya, for his companion. 
Thence they proceeded on Tuesday, to Iajap- 
petta, two miles cast, where a company of 
thirty heard the word. After Mr. Douglass 
returned home, the catechist had an interest- 
ing season in unfolding the gospel to the peo- 
ple. 


30.—In the morning we both preached 
a long time in the village near us, Nar- 
ama reddy petta. Found several in our 
company knowing a little English and 
English ways. They were full of objec- 
tions, drawing inferences of the character 
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of our religion from the lives of wicked 
Englishmen. Would that they had less 
reason to do so! 

In the evening we went to Pully pardoo, 
a village on the bank of the Pennar, three 
miles from our tent. We had a large 
company of men to hear us, and many 
women, standing a great way off, to whom 
a female missionary might have spoken 
most freely the words of life. Hindu 
women, treated as children and servants 
by the other sex, are very timid. Their 
condition is most hopeless, because so in- 
accessible to the gospel, and so much the 
slaves of sin. 


On the morning of the 31st, Mr. D. went to 
Godapal-apardoo, four miles from Nellore. 
After Kanakaya had read from the ‘ Jewel 
Mine of Salvation,” Mr. D. spoke for half an 
hour of the cause of sorrow and death, and the 
way of salvation through Christ, and left K. to 
finish what had been begun. 


The Voice of Conscience in a Brahmin. 

April 1.—Both visited Goodooroopar- 
doo. Found but few to hear us. It 
being the third visit, they had learned 
our message. One young man, formerly 
a scholar in the Free Church Mission, 
Nellore, confessed before all, though a 
brahmin, that his religion was all false, 
and that the fear of his relatives and caste 
were dragging him down to hell. ‘IfI 
die as [ am now, I must perish eternally.’ 
were his words. We had now visited the 
five villages near us, deelaring to all who 
would hear, the way of life. No obstacle, 
except the wicked heart. 

2.—Had my tent removed to another 
central village, and then came into Nel- 
lore to pass the Sabbath, it being com- 
munion. 

Brahmin Silenced. 


5.—We went to the tent pitched in 
Pedacherroo kooroo, distant from Nellore 
three and a half miles. We repaired in 
the evening to the centre of the village. 
Soon a large company gathered about us. 
The farmers, or reddy-class, heard us at- 
tentively, but, as ever, the brahmins op- 
posed us. They told us again and again 
to leave their village. A brahmin from an- 
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other village, who had heard us before, 
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said, as he came up to the company, 
‘*Leave these fellows ; they are mad; you 
will all be ruined by their teachings.” 
As he was very boisterous, seeing he 
must be met face to face, or he might dis- 
perse our hearers, I turned upon him 
after he had forbi-den Kanakaya to 
speak ; and, as he went backward to the 
wall, I followed, saying in as earnest 
and calm a mode as I could command, 
** Are you a holy man? You must die. 
After you die, where are you going? If 
trath is with you, show it ; or if the true 
God is among you, what is his nature? 
How can I, a sinner, get the favor of a 
holy God? If you will tell me, I will 
leave my religion for yours. You have 
books which you call the word of God. 
Produce them, that all men may know 
the truth.’’—By this time he was down 
quite to the wall, literally. The com- 
pany, hearing his evasive and shallow an- 
swers, and seeing that his fool-hardy talk, 
though a terror to them, was none toa 
white man, gathered about us, hearing for 
a long time the words of truth, to which 
they gave their hearty assent. 

On our way to the tent I said to Kana- 
kaya, ‘‘We have to scrape away the sand 
and mire of the Pariah, bore the hard 
clay of the reddy, drill and blast the flint 
rock of the brahmin. The strength of 
God in Christ must be ours; and, if his 
people, the foundation of God’s building 
shall be laid, and the superstructure 
reared, in this idolatrous and caste-bound 
India.”’ 

What God must we Worship? 

6.—Went again to the village and 
made a brief halt at the centre of it; 
but as the people were hurrying to their 
work, we passed on to the Pariahs. A 
large company of women and children 
came round us, and among them one old 
man, who remarked, after hearing us a 
long time, ‘* These idols which we and 
our fathers have always worshipped, you 
say we must not. Then what God must 
we worship?’’? He was told. This man’s 
question is the question of all idolatrous 
lands. I wish every Christian in every 
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Would so many young men stay away 
from the heathen? No: they would 
hasten to tell them of the true God and of 
Jesus his Son. 

In the evening, we went to Nurroo- 
kooroo, east of our tent two miles and a 
half, and had a delightful time. Had a 
large company of attentive and apprecia- 
tive hearers. In both the caste and Pa- 
riah part of the village there was the 
greatest eagerness to hear the words of 
life. We talked as long as strength and 
light lasted. 

7.—Went over to Ellepooroo, a large 
village a short distance from the tent. A 
day or two before, Kanakaya was quite 
driven away from the village. They 
threatened him with blows. On this oc- 
casion we apprehended some trouble. 
But, trusting in God, we went. After 
singing a Teloogoo hymn, several came 
together. They would not hear a word 
from Kanakaya, because he had broken 
caste, and his testimony was both a living 
and a verbal one. They were so rude 
that. I was unable to read a portion of 
Scripture, or speak directly of Jesus. So 
I began with astronomy and geology and 
the natural sciences, to which nothing 
could be more opposed than Hindu ideas 
on these subjects. A very few words 
brought us from nature to nature’s God. 
Their curiosity was thoroughly awak- 
ened. The leading speaker of the com- 
pany, a brahmin, after exposing both the 
shallow and profound nonsense of their 
system, and being pressed by questions 
respecting man’s being and sinfulness, 
was glad to leave, and afterwards we 
spake fully of the way of salvation. 


In the evening the brethren were to go to a 
new village. But word came from Nellore 
that one of the boarding school boys was at 
the point of death with cholera, and that the 
matron of the boarding school had been bitten 
the night before by a poisonous snake; and 
what the issue would be was uncertain. Both 
were spared. The fang of the serpent only 
broke the surface skin. The application of 
caustic and powerful medicine by the blessing 
of God prevented what would have been a 
sore bereavement. 

To be continued. 


France. — Letter from Mr. L——. 


[January, 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR. L——. 


Awakenings—A Faithful Helper. 


The awakenings at G—— and M—— 
and L—— continue. At our last meet- 
ing at G—— on the Sabbath, new friends 
from L—— and M—— joined us. We 
held our worship in a garden, in the open 
air, and had a numerous audience. I 
learned afterwards that this meeting did 
good, and that many expressed a desire to 
hear me again. The next day I preached 
in a garden at M——, where I also had 
a tolerable congregation. 

At M—— there is a sister who ion 
much good by her piety and faithfulness. 
She has led into the gospel her husband, 
her father, her mother, her mother-in- 
law and two persons, a man and his wife, 
servants of the mayor of the place. She 
has also been an instrument of blessing 
to another young person, who, if she is 
not converted, is ‘‘ not far from the king- 
dom of God.’’ Asa result of her influ- 
ence, some other families in the place 
read the Scriptures diligently with inter- 
est and joy. 


Interested Hearers. 


I have lately officiated at the funeral of 
one of our sisters at A~—., where all the 
people in the place came to hear. I had 
visited the deceased on Sabbath morning, 
and found her indisposed. I spoke only 
a few words of comfort to her, as the 
hour of worship was at hand; but I 
promised to call again at evening and 
read with her the Word of God. But to 
my surprise, when I returned she was no 
more. She had just expired. I recalled 
the impressive words of the Master—‘‘ Be 
ye also ready; for ye know neither the 
day nor the hour in which the Son of 
Man cometh.”’ 

The funeral was a most interesting oc- 
casion. The mayor himself begged to be 
present to protect me, and that he might 
profit by what was said. Having heard 
my address at the house, he said to me, 
‘*By all means speak also at the cemetery. 
You will have all the country to hear 
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you. Set the truth before the people 
with earnestness.’’ 

I had as hearers all the well people in 
the place except the curate, who, how- 
ever, saw fit to send his female servant, 
the teacher and a nun. I was not a little 
surprised to see in my auditory those 
whom I had observed the preceding day 
in the assembly at M——. They were 
Catholics, who had heard that I was to 
speak at the funeral, and who, though 
not invited, had taken a carriage in the 
morning to come and hear me. The Lord 
was with me, blessed be his name. Not 
a smile was to be seen during the sermon, 
but many tears were shed, and all gladly 
received a tract entitled ‘‘ What is the 
gospel?’’ All left in silence, and the 
mayor, in retiring, took me affectionately 
by the hand withoutsayinga word. But 
he afterwards said to others, who repeated 
it to me, ‘* I would not have missed being 
at that funeral for fifty francs.’’ 

“Come Over and Help us.” 

The villages of V—— and S—— con- 
tinue to give me encouragement. There 
are friends there well disposed. But 1 
need assistance to meet the wants of so 
extended a field. May the Lord put it 
into the heart of our American brethren 
to remember the mission, and may the 
Committee have the means necessary to 
increase the number of laborers. 


LETTER FROM MR. D——. 


P——, Oct. 20.—The meetings at 


P—— are as usual. Some souls are 
earnestly seeking the truth, and give us 
encouragement. 

LETTER FROM MR. B——. 

L——, Oct. 11.—The summer with us 
is a bad season for evangelical effort ; the 
labors of the field occupy the people, so 
that visiting is difficult and almost useless. 
But the winter is coming again, and with 
it the evenings and seasons of leisure, and 
I hope to make good use of it for the wel- 
fare of the people in the villages which I 
visit. 

Zeal in Attending Worship. 
Our meetings are always well attended 
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and form a joyful spectacle. They are 
generally composed of persons who come 
from eighteen different places. Neither 
the heat of summer, nor the cold of win- 
ter, nor the fatigue of the week, can pre- 
vent our friends from undertaking this 
journey, which for some of them is very 
long, for the sake of being present at 
worship. A single fact indicates their 
zeal. About two months since I was 
greatly surprised one Sabbath morning 
at seven o’clock to see some friends come 
into our chapel,—one man and three 
women—who live four leagues distant. I 
expressed to them my astonishment to see 
them arrive so early. They replied that 
they wished to avoid the heat, and said 
that they rose at two o’clock in the morn- 
ing, in order to take advantage of the 
cool of the day. Friends come almost 
every Lord’s day, who travel eight leagues 
as well in coming as in returning. Such 
admirable zeal, I suspect, is rarely seen. 
The Gospel a Support in Sickness. 
Strangers come very often to attend our 
worship. Some months since a gentle- 
man holding an official station in the city, 
came with his wife. They listened with 
much attention, and seemed to be affected 
by what they saw and heard. The next 
Sabbath they came again, and attended a 
prayer-meeting, at which they were deep- 
ly moved. They began to read the Bible, 
and invited me to visit them, and they 
now appear to be “ not far from the king- 
dom of God. Some weeks ago the lady 
became dangerously ill, and was at the 
gates of death. She comprehended the 
danger of her situation, but said she was 
not afraid to die, because she knew that 
Jesus Christ is the Saviour, and that she 
put her trust in Him. Her health isa 
little improved, but I do not know that 
she will recover. But if Christ is truly 
in her heart, as she professes, she will 
find eternal life. And, though her name 
may not be inscribed on the register of 
our church, it will be written in the Book 
of life. Her husband also appears well 
disposed ; I have had conversations with 
him, which have filled me with joy. 
Many other persons are in @ “— fa- 
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vorable state of mind. Some seem ready 
to be baptized : I delay the administration 
of the ordinance, however, believing that 
we cannot be too prudent in opening the 
door of the church. 

At D , the church prospers, and I 
lately baptized a person there whose 
Christian experience edified us. Many 
there are asking for baptism, and perhaps 
at my next visit we shall be blessed with 
a feast of joy. 

In answer to the appeal of our Ameri- 
ean brethren, the church of L—— has 
recently collected thirty dollars. 


GERMANY. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN, 
Visit to England—Chapel Building. 


Oct. 12, 1859.—Our German Mission 
Committee having voted to collect money 
for the building of twenty-one chapels in 
Germany, I left Berlin for London in 
January last in furtherance of that ob- 
ject. It was for the same object that br. 
Oncken, several years since, visited the 
United States. He was only partially 
successful. Still our necessity is felt 
more and more; and whether we are to 
have chapels or not, seems to be the great 
question among us, on which our further 
prospects and prosperity depend. The 
work at Berlin and in Germany claims 
my earnest attention. Notwithstanding, 
in view of the paramount importance of 
this project, I have been compelled for a 
time to give it the preponderance. 

I have spent about seven months in 
England, and obtained about £1,100 ster- 
ling. Finding that the wealthy are gen- 
erally absent from home in September, I 
returned to Berlin for six weeks, and am 
now on my way back to England. I 
thank God for having directed my way to 
Berlin ; for I was received with the great- 
est cordiality and afiection by my people 
and family, and made the best use of my 
time to teach and to preach. Though I 
had six appointments for last Sabbath, I 
never felt more fervor and courage to 
‘* preach the unsearchable riches of 
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Christ.”’ I had before me the largest 
and most attentive congregations that I 
remember. So I tried to make up what 
"was lacking, and I trust the fruit will 
not be missing in due season. 


Church at Berlin and Outstations. 


As to immediate results here in Berlin, 
I cannot saymuch. For two years it has 
been the subject of our deepest solicitude 
that we might see the glory of God dis- 
played among us, as it has been in Amer- 
ica and is now in Ireland. We have had 
prayer meetings, both regular and extra- 
ordinary, and, as ever in our history, a 
spirit of fervor and devotedness has been 
evinced. Still the result as yet has not 
been such as we longed for. There are 
indeed several cases of conversion, and 
several anxious inquirers; not at all 
equal, however, to our best seasons, but 
rather behind them ; so that our patience 
is tried, and we are still longer to do ‘‘vio- 
lence’’ to the kingdom of God. May we 
not faint, so that in due season we may 
reap with joy. 

At several of our outstations, the Lord 
is graciously answering our prayers. In 
Landsend, on the Warthe, where a kind 
of revival is enjoyed, br. Thiess, my fel- 
low laborer, has lately baptized twelve 
converts, and six more were received last 
week. The eagerness with which multi- 
tudes come to hear the Word leads us to 
think earnestly of larger accommodations, 
as the present is very inadequate and dis- 
agreeable. Indeed, this place is taken 
into our plan of chapel-building. Ciis- 
trin, not far distant, exhibits some symp- 
toms of spiritual life. The same is true 
of Ziickerick, Hohensaalen, and the region 
along the Oder. 

Chapel at Templin—Eastern Prussia. 


Other churches in our neighborhood 
are blessed still more. So also is Temp- 
lin, where a chapel erected partly by aid 
of the funds which I have collected in 
England, was opened in April. Br. 
Oncken was present, and more than 1,000 
persons. For the little town, it was a 
grand occasion. The Lord has blessed 
the preaching of his Word, as well as the 
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eloquent preaching of baptism and the 
Lord’s Supper ; and these ordinances, now 
for the first time set before the multitude 
in a solemn and orderly manner, have at- 
tracted and convinecd numbers, who have 
applied for admission into fellowship. 
Fifty-three have been baptized since the 
dedication of the chapel, and new con- 
verts are added every month. The prog- 
ress in Reetz and other places is similar. 

Greater still is the movement of the 
‘‘dry bones’’ in Eastern Prussia, in the 
church at Goyden, in Masuren, Poland, 
&c., where great awakenings are report- 
ed. In K6nigsberg, where Mr. Geissler 
is laboring, the Lord has also largely 
blessed his work. The church formed 
there last year with thirteen members, 
now numbers eighty, and, including those 
in the outstations, more than 100. Mr. 
G. is a very bold preacher, and has cre- 
ated a stir in Konigsberg and the neigh- 
borhood. 

Toleration—Interview with the Minister 
of Worship. 

As to persecution, I thank God that it 
has almost ceased in Prussia. The Lord 
has upset that tyrannical system pursued 
by the former government, and has called 
into power men of a better stamp under 
the prince regent. The Minister of Wor- 
ship, Mr. von Bethmann Hollweg, is 
such a decided Christian, that I have ever 
entertained for him the deepest venera- 
tion, having known him as a Christian 
for thirty years. I have twice had the 
honor of an interview with him. On both 
occasions [ was received with the greatest 
Christian cordiality, and had an opportu- 
nity to speak to him very freely on our 
relation to the Government. In the first 
instance, he gave little hope of a legal 
recognition of our churches. But in 
subsequent transactions in our Parlia- 
ment, he declared himself so nobly in 
favor of a large measure of religious lib- 
erty, and has since by his measures so 
carried his judgment into effect, that 
must of the grievances of our brethren 
have been removed. His position is a 
difficult one on account of the views of 
the party lately in power. My last inter- 
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view with him had reference to church 
rates and similar taxes, which, during 
the latter days of the late government, 
were again enforced on our brethren. 
But the removal of this burden is also a 
difficult task for the Minister, inasmuch 
as the highest court of justice has declared 
in favor of the taxes, and it is almost im- 
possible for the government to act against 
the Court in any other way than by leg- 
islation. It will depend upon us to se- 
cure this method, and I have advised the 
brethren accordingly. 

Shall the Help of the American Churches 

be Continued ? 

During my short stay in Hamburg in 
the beginning of September, our German 
committee held a session, at which was 
taken into consideration the resolution of 
the Committee (See Ann. Report for 1859, 
pp. 13, 14,) to continue their support of 
the German mission only till October, 
1860,—then leaving the churches to their 
own resources. We resolved to request 
the continuance of the aid of the Mission- 
ary Union still longer for various reasons. 
Allow me to mention three of them. 

1. Your estimate of our condition is 
tuo sanguine. It is quite true that the 
Lord has done great things for us, and 
extended our number wonderfully. Still, 
if we consider their standing in society 
and their pecuniary strength, it is not at 
all proportionate to the number of church- 
members. Most of our members are poor, 
very poor, and unable to do anything— 
rather requiring to be themselves support- 
ed. And this we cannot alter. It is 
God’s good pleasure that to the poor the 
kingdom of heaven belongs. He has 
called them, and has left the rich and the 
great. Consequently, it is only through 
the generous help of our excellent breth- 
ren in America, that we have been able 
to support our pastors, missionaries and 
colporteurs, and to pursue to such an ex- 
tent the evangelization of our country. 
It is astonishing that, notwithstanding 
the deep poverty of most of our people, 
so much has been done in the way of self- 
support and in sending out missionaries. 
Up to their power and beyond their power 
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they have been willing and self-sacrific- 
ing. Yet they would be unable, for the 
most part, to support our laborers as 
they have been supported hitherto ; and, 
even if the bow was bent so as to break, 
the inevitable result would be that most 
of our pastors and missionaries would be 
left to their own resources. They would 
then have to attend to secular business, 
and leave most of our spiritual work un- 
done, and a retrograde movement would 
be inevitable. I would that our Ameri- 
can brethren could only come over and 
travel to the length and breadth of our 
country and churches, and enter into the 
cottages of the members, as I have so 
often done, that they might be able to 
form a just estimate of the pecuniary 
power at our command. 

2. The necessity of erecting chapels. 
It is a fact that almost all the resources 
of our little churches, and the greater part 
of the means of our larger ones, are re- 
quired to pay the rent of their meeting- 
houses. Or, as in many cases they now 
feel the necessity of building, they feel 
bound to raise as much money as they 
ean among themselves for thisend. This 
state of things will continue for some 
years, till the larger churches embraced 
in our plan are relieved and need no 
further care. Then they will be much more 
able to care for the support of their pas- 
tors. It is impossible to doall this at 
once. And, if they are compelled to sup- 
port at once their laborers in the mission, 
then they must abandon all schemes for 
chapel building, and thus continue for a 
long time in a lingering state, to the det- 
riment of our great cause. If even other 
reasons should not prevail with our dear 
trans-Atlantic brethren, I would only 
most sincerely request them to wait a few 
years, till our present plan for the erec- 
tion of twenty-one chapels is accom- 
plished. I would never make so great ef- 
forts and undergo so much trouble for 
this end, if I were not convinced of its 
great necessity, as being conducive to 
our welfare and prosperity. 

3. The present state of our work. 
We have indeed attained toa great degree 
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of importance in our country. We have 
spread over almost every part of it which 
is inhabited by Protestants; yet compared 
with the great mass of our population, it 
is next to nothing. The sixty millions of 
Germany consider our 7,000 merely as 
nothing. Compared, not with the total 
population, but only with the religious 
portion of it, our numbers are too dispro- 
portionate to be of any account. It would 
be a great calamity indeed, if the work, 
hitherto progressing vigorously, should at 
once be stopped, while the Lutherans and 
all other denominations are making the 
But dear 
American brethren who have suffered 80 
great sacrifices and who have been 80 
highly honored, as the chief, and for a 
long time almost the only, supporters of 
the work of God done by our feeble in- 
strumentality, should not draw back 
their hands from it just when it bids fair 
to yield the most abundant fruits. It 
would be as if parents, who have brought 
up a dear child through ite infirmity and 
weakness, and are just teaching it to 
walk alone, suddenly, before it has learn- 
ed, should leave it atonce to its fate. No, 
dear brethren; continue a little longer 
your work of love, and bring the promis- 
ing child to vigor and strength, that it 
may run the race set before it, and you 
will be richly rewarded by its future en- 
ergy and development. May not the 
world and the false-hearted church have 
power to triumph over our lingering and 
dying condition ; may they rather be as- 
tonished by our vigorous efforts for over- 
coming error and superstition. Surely, 
this is not the time for taking in sails, 
but rather for spreading them widely to 
catch the breezes sent to waft us through 
the deep. Our movement must be not 
lingering, but aggressive. Dear Ameri- 
ean brethren, accomplish your work, 
make good your watchword—* Go for- 
ward.”’ 

Notwithstanding the liberty we enjoy in 
Prussia, in various other parts of Ger- 
many persecution still goes on relent- 
lessly. Br. Bolzmann, of Hanover, has 
just come out of prison, where he has 
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been confined fourteen days for having 
preached in Hildesheim. On the same 
day br. Wegener was led into prison in 
Ludwigslust, Mecklenburg, for the same 
offence and for having administered the 
Lord’s Supper. He was sentenced to six 
weeks’ hard imprisonment, viz.: to three 
weeks on bread and water, and three weeks 
on warm food. He invoked the favor of his 
monarch and he has got it. He is now to 
suffer nine weeks’ lenient imprisonment. 
That is the favor rendered in Mecklen- 
burg. 

JOURNAL OF W. VON DER KAMMER, WOLGAST. 

Obstacles Removed. 

April, 1859.—Spring is returning, and 
with it many a bud and blossom of faith 
have also become apparent among us. 
For awhile an almost winter-like stillness 
has prevailed in some parts of my field of 
labor. Our opponents have been dili- 
gently at work, and many who inclined 
toward us have been intimidated. At 
B., especially, my hopes have been dis- 
appointed. A wealthy farmer, at whose 
house I had held many meetings, suddenly 
sent me a message that he could no 
longer allow this. He had been persuad- 
ed that he was incurring a great respon- 
sibility by encouraging my visits, as in 
time the whole village would become de- 
ranged by my teaching. 

This was in December, and early in 
April I had a visit from this farmer. “I 
can no longer put off conversing with 
you, Mr. von der K.,”’ hesaid. ‘* Ever 
since your meetings have ceased, I have 
been beset by a part of the villagers with 
entreaties for the services to be resumed ; 
but others, I fear, for want of encourage- 
ment, have returned to the old state of 
things.’’ The farmer then continued to 
tell me that having promised the magis- 
trate, a personal friend of his, not to have 
meetings at his house again, he could not 
break his word; but that he had made 
arrangements with a friend of his for 
this purpose. I accompanied the farmer 
home, and cannot describe the joy with 
which I was hailed in the village. A 
good supply of Bibles, which I had taken 
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with me, were soon disposed of. And 
now I listened to experiences of the most 
varied kind. Some had been induced by 
my long absence to study the Scriptures 
all the more diligently ; others had be- 
come discouraged and given it up alto- 
gether. To all, I trust, however, my 
visit now was of service. Three meetings 
were numerously attended, and my old 
friend, the farmer, even induced the mag- 
istrate to be present. The latter after- 
wards declared he certainly thought we 
went too far in the importance we attach 
to a religious life; yet he did not hear 
anything in my address that could induce 
insanity. It was now decided that I 
should preach here at regular intervals, 
and that those applicants for baptism who 
had my approval, should come to Wolgast 
to give their testimony before the church 
there. 
Usefulness of Tracts. 


In other villages similar encouragement 
was afforded me. In many instances 
tracts are the messengers that prepare 
the way for us. At L., a tract given to 
aman by another, as “ fit only to light 
his pipe with,’’ has been blessed to the 
conversion of several persons. There, 
too, I now preach very often, and am de- 
lighted with the willingness with which 
the gospel is received. 


Religion and Courage. 

Frequent journeys this quarter have 
again brought me in contact with many 
whom I found to be strangers to God. 
A military gentleman expressed his dis- 
approbation of my vocation. ‘ You 
would make cowards of the whole na- 
tion,’’ he said; ‘* what can be more des- 
picable than to see a man who ought to 
be upand doing, constantly on his knees ?’’ 
I sought to show the gentleman, that far 
from making men weak and cowardly, 
true piety enables them to face death 
without a fear, and thus makes them all 
the more valiant. Besides that, I gave 
the assurance that we are taught to 
‘*pray always,’’ and that it is possible to 
do this without an external bending of 
the knees. My companion gradually be- 
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came interested. ‘‘ When I take up a 
thing,’’ he said, “I do so thoroughly ; 
you have presented religion to me in an 
entirely novel aspect, and I feel disposed | 
to investigate your statements.’’ I drew 
forth a Bible. ‘This is the best hand- 
book you can employ, sir,’’ l said. The 
gentleman, a major in the Prussian army, | 
bought the book. He thanked me sin- | 
cerely for our conversation, and offered | 
to introduce me to his regiment as a 
friend who would do them good, if I 
would come to L. My numerous other | 
engagements prevented me from accepting | 
this offer. | 
Drunkard Reformed—Stralsund. 

At Yiesen, a man long given to habits 
of intoxication has lately reformed. I | 
had often seen him, but considered it use- | 
less to say much to him. We never met, 
however, without my repeating the words | 
in the man’s hearing, ‘‘ no drunkard will 
see the kingdom of heaven.’’ In the his- 
tory of this person’s reformation, I now | 
found the words just mentioned had had 
much influence. ‘‘ They haunted me,’’ 
said the man, ‘‘I heard them everywhere, 
until I often felt a presentiment of the 
horrors that would be the result of my 
present life. Intoxication is a difficult 
sin to cast off,’’ said the man; ‘‘ to me it | 
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seemed to be the most difficult; but God 
has had mercy upon me and has delivered 
me from it.’’ I was delighted to see the 
improved temporal condition of his fam- 
ily, too ; the father earns bread for them, 
and he, being an otherwise well disposi- 
tioned man, they live very happily. The 
conversion of this man has caused many 
others to inquire after the Lord. 

In Stralsund I cannot say our increase 


_is.as great as we could desire. Fear of 


man isa hindrance to many. “I would 
gladly,”’ said a young woman, * openly 
profess my faith in Christ; for I love 
him ; but I cannot endure the thought of 
isolation from all my friends to whom I 
owe so much,’’ Another difficulty is the 
small apartments in which we assemble 
for worship. It is often made an excuse 
for non-attendance. I trust we, too, 
shall soon be put in possession of a larger 
place of worship. Stralsund is a town of 
sufficient importance to justify even the 
building of a chapel. 


In the church peace prevails. Five 
persons have this quarter been added to 
us in Stralsund, besides others at the out- 
stations. The Lord continue the revival 
that is*taking place in some of our sta- 
tions, and may He pour out new life and 
zeal upon all. 


MISCELLANY. 


THE PROTESTANT POLES IN PRUSSIA 


Prussian Poland is a tract of land about 
eighty miles wide, extending from the 
south of Silesia to the neighborhood of 
Bromberg and Thorn, and there branch- 
ing off in two directions, to the north 
and north-east; thus, as it were, embrac- 
ing the Delta of the Vistula and the Prov- 
ince of Prussia. Though there is a con- 
siderable German element here, yet the 
population is mainly Slavonic, and more 
particularly Polish ; it forms the edge of 
the great Polish world lying to the east, 
which once penetrated into Bohemia, 
Thuringia, and Lower Saxony, but has 
receded. leaving the Wends in Lusatia 


and the Czechs in Bohemia like islands in 
the surrounding sea of German life. The 
number of the Polish inhabitants of this 
district amounts to about 2,200,000, an 
eighth part of the whole population of 
Prussia. 


Poland has always been the scene of 
warm religious strife. Christianity was 
brought to it from the East by Methodius 
and Cyril, but the Latin church soon be- 
gan to strive for the mastery. It had a 
hard conflict, and it was not till a short 
time before the Reformation that the last 
traces of the use of the vulgar tongue 
vanished from the order of worship ; and 
when the time of the Reformation did 
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come, its effects were soon felt in Poland ; 
the Court, the nobility, the cities, and 
people of education became Protestants, 
and fora time Poland had even a Protest- 
ant king; the Bible was translated and 
circulated, schools formed, and the coun- 
try seemed lost to Rome. But the move- 
ment had effected mainly the higher part 
of the community, and they had neglect- 
ed to instruct the people, so that a reac- 
tion took place; the Jesuits came in, the 
Court for political motives changed its 
sympathies, and the Thirty Years’ War 
produced great devastation amongst the 
Protestants, and thus Poland became 
again a Catholic country. 

The number of Protestant Poles in the 
Province of Prussia is about 250,000, who 
dwell in the district between Maricn- 
werder and Goldapp. They have regular 
ecclesiastical order, with 100 parishes 
and 134 Polish-speaking ministers. Pro- 
vision was made at the Reformation and 
afterwards for Polish students at the Uni- 
versity of Konigsberg. These Poles main- 
tain their nationality and their language, 
although for 500 years they have been 
separated from their fellow Poles and 
united with Prussia; their character is 
that of simplicity, modesty, obedience, 
perseverance, and self-denial; they are 
very observant of the outward forms of 
religion, perhaps superstitiously so; and 
in their public worship and religious life 
all is liveliness and activity. 

In Silesia there are 70,000 Protestant 
Poles, of whom 60,000 live, for the most 
part, near the Russian frontier, 5,000 
near the Austrian, the rest scattered. 
The former had the happiness not only of 
having Protestant princes at the Reform- 
ation, but also of being spared the coun- 
ter-movement, which repressed Protest- 
antism in so many places, so that in the 
seventeenth and eighteenth centuries they 
formed an active, useful, national body, 
producing many works, especially in 
hymnology and catechetics ; and further, 
they formed a support to their suffering 
and persecuted brethren in the faith who 
lived in Poland Proper, and whom they 
supplied with ministers. Amongst them 
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have been such men as Behm, Cretius, 
Rohrmann, who have done great service 
to Polish literature. 

In the Principality of Teschen, and in 
Pless, and Loslau, the Reformation made 
considerable progress. In Teschen there 
were fifty Protestant churches, in Pless 
twenty-seven, in Loslau twelve; in 1654, 
not one of these remained in the hands of 
the Protestants, and they were not per- 
mitted to build one in Teschen till 1707, 
and in the other two provinces not till 
later still. 

The character of these Silesian Protest- 
ant Poles is much the same as that of 
their brethren in Prussia Proper. A 
clergyman writes ; ‘* It is incredible what 
an amount of work there is to be done by 
the minister of a church composed of Poles 
and Germans, The work is almost doubled 
by the two languages. But one is abund- 
antly recompensed by the truly pious 
and warm feeling of the Polish popula- 
tion. Most of the families have morn- 
ing and evening prayer. No house is 
without a Bible, a Prayer-book, and the 
sermons of the celebrated preacher Dam- 
browsky One must hear them sing, in 
order to know what it is to sing from the 
heart.”’ 

The number of Protestants in the Prov- 
ince of Posen is about 12,000, of whom 
11,000 live in four or five provinces at the 
sduthern extremity of the province. These 
have never been able to be independent. 
In the former stormy times, they existed 
only through the assistance of the neigh- 
boring Silesia, whence they received 
preachers and books, and they should be 
considered as forming a branch of the 
Protestant church of Silesia. 

Very little is known of Russian Poland, 
In Cracow there is preaching in both Po- 
lish and German at the Protestant church. 
The Protestant church at Kalisch, of 
5,000 members, consists one-third part of 
Poles. A number of Polish Bibles are 
smuggled yearly into Russia Proper ; but 
there, for political reasons, preaching in . 
Polish is not permitted. The reports of 
the Russian Protestant Bible Society from 
1853 to 1857 give for these five years an 
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account of the sale of only 116 Polish 
Bibles in Roman characters (Catholic) 
and 32 in German characters (Protest- 
ant). 

So much for the people. As to their 
religious literature, the first matter is the 
Bible. This was translated under the au- 
spices of Prince Nicolas Radziwill in 
1563, and this has remained the chief 
translation. 

As to confessions, the Poles chiefly ad- 
here to that of Augsburg. Luther’s Cat- 
echism is the chief one used, though oth- 
ers are occasionally made use of. In 
hymn-books they abound ; very many of 
their hymns, as in the case of the Ger- 
mans, being as old as the Reformation. 
Some of them are translations, but many 
are original, and in these latter the na- 
tional character is exhibited, in their 
cheerful, unconstrained tone ; their love 
for dwelling rather on the redemption 
than the ruin of mankind ; their proud ex- 
altation of the kingly character of Christ ; 
their martial delight in the conflict of 
the Lord with Satan, and the victory 
over him; and the joyful exultation with 
which they celebrate the saints’ rule with 
God and Christ in eternal glory, as the 
inheritance of the peasant no less than of 
the noble. A peculiarity of the Polish 
psalmody is the predominance of the mu- 
sical element, to which that of sentiment 
must yield. It is well known that, in 
1530, it was not the hymn so much as the 
tunes of the church which procured for 
Protestantism so ready an entrance into 
Poland. 

Many treasures of Polish religious lit- 
erature yet lie hidden in manuscripts and 
old books, which are said to be classical, 
deep, and, above all, national; these 
should be printed, that the cultivated 
portion of the people may see how un- 
founded is their prejudice of Catholicism 
being inseparably connected with their 
nationality, The people at large seek 
more spiritual nourishment, and for the 
last ten years the activity of the press has 
greatly increased, in the publication, not 
only of Bibles and religious books, but 
also of other productions, popular history 
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books, school-books, &c. Also a Protest- 
ant Polish almanac has been published 
for several years. Still there is a great 
lack of the personal preaching of the 
gospel ; here pre-eminently laborers are 
wanted for the churches and for the 
schools. The Protestant minister among 
the Poles has an arduous task. Gener- 
ally of German descent, his national char- 
acter is totally different from that of his 
flock, and that flock is poor, so that there 
needs an entire and loving devotedness to 
his work. But if he gives this, his re- 
ward will be great.—Evang. Christen- 
dom. . 
PROSPECTS AND DIFFICULTIES IN 
TURKEY. 

“The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation.’’ Astronomers, by ob- 
servation and calculation, can predict to 
a minute, and even a second, the time of 
all the eclipses of the sun and moon, for 
a hundred years to come. Wise politi- 
cians can form very probable conjec- 
tures as to the ups and downs of politics, 
for future months and years. But who 
can foretell the time and manner of the 
coming of the kingdom of God in any 
country? 

A few months since, thousands of 
Christians were watching, with intense 
anxiety, the progress of things in Italy, 
firmly believing that the Austrian power 
would forever cease from the whole length 
and breadth of the land ; that the tempo- 
ral dominion of the Pope was near its 
termination ; and that, over the whole of 
beautiful Italy, religion would be free. 
But, behold! the house of Hapsburg still 
rules in Venice, and perhaps virtually in 
Modena, Parma, and Tuscany ; the Pope, 
instead of being shorn of all temporal 
power, has been advanced to the enviable 
though somewhat dubious position of 
President of the Italian Confederation, 
and undersuch an arrangement, how can 
religion be free? 

How little reason have we to trouble 
ourselves with this question, or with any 
of the present results of this last short, but 
terrible war! We know that our God 
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reigneth, and although we may not see 
the progress of his kingdom, yet its course 
is sure ; and oftentimes those events which 
seem to us the most untoward, are really 
the most helpful to the work. So has it 
been in Turkey, and we trust it will be so 
in Italy. 

The great awakening in America and 
more recently in Ireland, where the work 
still goes on in'a most marvellous man- 
ner, seems to open a new prospect before 
the church. May we not expect that the 
days are at hand for the more complete 
fulfilment of the prophecy of Joel : ‘And 
it shall come to pass afterward, that I 
will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh,”’ 
&e. 

I have lately been led to reflect much 
upon Turkey, as the probable field for 
some of the most wonderful displays of 
the Spirit’s power on the earth. In this 
land, nearly all the facts narrated in the 
Bible occurred. It was here that Eden 
was, and here our first parents fell. It 
was here that Noah lived, and Abraham, 
and all the patriarchs and prophets and 
apostles. 

Here God made his everlasting cove- 
nant with his people, and through na- 
tives of this country alone did He speak 
to the children of men. Through them 
He gave the law, and the prophets, and 
the gospel. It was here that, through 
many centuries, his miraculous power 
was seen, confirming his word. Here the 
Son of God appeared, and ‘ brought life 
and immortality to light.’’ Here he suf- 
fered and died, thus making a perfect 
atonement, once for all, for the sins of 
the whole world. Here the Spirit was 
first poured out, and God waé glorified in 
the conversion of many souls. 

Is it not most natural to expect that, 
when the set time does come to favor this 
land, the workings of God’s Spirit here 
will be attended with unprecedented pow- 
er? May we not hope that, very sud- 
denly, all these hoary-headed systems of 
error and superstition will be swept away, 
and, in their place, will arise the Lord’s 
spiritual temple, filling the whole land, 
and resounding with praise to God and to 
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the Lamb? When I think how the light 
of the gospel, that was first kindled in 
this land, has been extinguished, or nearly 
80, for so many centuries,and how ex- 
ceedingly degraded are the great masses 
of people that are now here, I am con- 
strained to exclaim, How great will be 
the glory of that triumph which shall 
again restore the light where it has so 
long been darkened! What an argu- 
ment to use in prayer for the abundant 
outpouring of the Holy Spirit on West- 
ern Asia, that God may thus be glorified 
throughout the whole earth, when the 
story shall be told of his returning once 
more with his power to the land of the 
patriarchs and prophets ! 

If it is asked whether there are any in- 
dications of the beginning of a work of 
the Holy Spirit here, I will say that, al- 
though there is at present nothing that 
we can call a revival of religion, yet there 
is a wide-spread preparation for such a 
work ; and nothing seems to be needed but 
more fervent, and united, and believing 
prayer to bring down the blessing. The 
revivals in Ireland are attracting much at- 
tention among the Protestants in this coun- 
try. Full accounts of them are transla- 
ted and published in Protestant newspa- 
pers in the Armenian and Armeno-Tur- 
kish languages, and we have reason to 
know that they are read with much in- 
terest. A few interesting cases of awak- 
ening have occurred here lately, one of 
them among the Mohammedans, the per- 
son being a man of high rank; and we 
are hoping and praying to see a general 
movement among all classes. 

The Protestant civil community here 
is at present in considerable embarrass- 
ment. The Turks, from the beginning 
of their rule, have required that each re- 
ligious body of people in the country 
should have its own separate civil estab- 
lishment, at the head of which is the pa- 
triarch, usually, who thus becomes a civil 
ruler under the Porte, as well as a bishop 
of his church. When the Armenian Prot- 
estants were excommunicated by their pa- 
triarch, it became necessary that they 
should be organized into a separate com- 
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munity, and one of their own number, a 
layman, was placed at their head. All 
the Protestants in the country must be 
enrolled on his books. If any need a 
travelling passport, or a license for mar- 
riage or burial, or if any would rent or 
purchase real estate, it can only be done 
through him. If the rights of a Protest- 
ant are infringed, in any part of the coun- 
try, and complaint is to be made at the 
Porte, it must be done through him. For 
the support of this officer, the Protestants 
all over the country have been called 
upon to contribute ; and, were this all 
the civil tax they have to pay, the sum 
could easily he raised. But the fact is 
they have heavy taxes to pay to the Gov- 
ernment besides, and then they have to 
give something to aid in supporting their 
own pastors and schools; and it comes 
very hard, especially since this particular 
tax is all over and above what the people 
of other Christian races have to pay, these 
having their bishops as their civil heads, 
and they are few and poor. The Protest- 
ants, on this account, are deeply in debt, 
and it has become a serious question with 
them whether they should not dissolve 
their civil establishment entirely. This 
would doubtless open the way for a 
general persecution of the Protestants 
throughout the empire, the result of 
which none can foresee. 

Another subject which has given rise to 
not a little anxiety recently is the censor- 
ship of the press in Turkey. For many 
years there has been a nominal censor- 
ship of all books published in the country, 
and of all brought in from abroad. Re- 
cently the thing has been put more un- 
der rule. A board of public instruction 
has been formed, composed of a represent- 
ative from each of the religious denomi- 
nations ; and this board has the duty of 
looking after the press. They appoint 
certain individuals as censors, and no 
publisher in the country is allowed to 
print a book without first submitting it 
for examination to one of the censors, 
and procuring a regular permit. 

Some time since Madteos Patriarch, 
now Catholikos of all the Armenians, 
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published a book entitled The Good Man 
and the Good Christian, in which he 
poured great abuse upon the Protestants, 
and especially upon the American mis- 
sionaries. Dr. Hamlin prepared a short 
reply to his calumnies; but when the MS, 
was put into the censor’s hands to get 
his sanction to print, he declined giving 
it. The matter was then referred to the 
Board of Education, but there it fared no 
better. It was not the good pleasure of 
the Armenians to have such a book pub- 
lished, and therefore it must not be. 

About the same time another book, pre- 
pared by Dr. Hamlin many years ago, 
and published, called Protes/antism and 
Papacy Compared, being out of print, 
application was made to the censor for 
permission to publish another edition, 
but he positively refused. 

An appeal has been made to the Prot- 
estant ambassadors, and it is hoped that 
the matter will be set right. n import- 
ant principle is involved. The censor- 
ship of the press was instituted here to 
guard against political publications that 
might do injury. No reference was had 
to religion at all; and it is obvious that 
nothing of the sort can be allowed, unless 
the Turks first select one form of the 
Christian religion existing here, and de- 
clare that all others must conform to 
that. The idea of putting an Armenian 
censor to decide what Protestant books 
shall be printed, is simply absurd. No 
other denomination in the country is 
thus treated. The Greeks have their 
own censor, and the Roman Catholics 
their own, and the Armenians their own ; 
in each case the man being responsible to 
the Government that nothing detrimental 
to the State shall pass. Why then should 
not the Protestants have their own man 
also? This question has already been 
brought to the attention of the Porte, 
and it is difficult to see how they can re- 
fuse such an arrangement. 

I am happy to announce that the 
elementary works prepared and print- 
ed in England, to aid the Turks in ac- 
quiring the English language, are well 
received here, and are selling as rapidly 


hs 
Cotta 
4 
= 
a 
a 


1860.] 


as could be expected. They consist of a 
dictionary in Turkish and English, a dia- 
logue book, and a reading book ; and an 
English grammar in Turkish has been 
prepared here, and will soon be printed, 
I suppose. The object is one of high im- 
portance, and it is to be hoped that En- 
glish literature will be cultivated in Tur- 
key in years to come, far more than it 
ever has been.— News of the Churches. 

ABYSSINIA. 

After the earlier evangelical misions in 
Abyssinia from various circumstances had 
to be abandoned, and particularly after 
the utter failure of the Romish mission 
enterprise, bishop Gobat of Jerusalem, 
who, though far away, cherished a heart 
for Abyssinia, sent four years ago into 
this land four brethren from the Pilgrim 
Missionary Institution of St. Crischona, 
near Basle. By the diffusion of Amhain 
Bibles, by means of their Christian be- 
havior, and by declaring, as opportunity 
presented, the tidings of the gospel, they 
sought to work upon the hearts of the 
people. Particularly encouraging was 
it from the beginning for those simple 
laymen that the king Theodore showed 
himself well disposed toward the truth, 
and friendly to the brethren, while he 
expelled the jesuitically disposed Romish 
messengers out of his kingdom. It is 
these last particularly who have spread 

‘abroad in the public journals unfavor- 
able, erroneous intelligence regarding 
Abyssinia, and on this account these re- 
ports from this land must be received 
with reserve. 

That which renders the king favorable 
toward the brethren is their upright, 
pious disposition, which he has had full 
proof of through long years. The cir- 
cumstance also, that they are not ashamed 
to diffuse all manner of useful information 
among his people, contributes to this es- 
timation in which the king holds them. 
It is also their endeavor to develop the 
rich resources of their country which now 
lie waste. With his consent several 
other brethren were sent to Abyssinia in 
the autumn of 1858, The first four are 
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Bender from Baden, Mayer, Kienzeln, 
and Flad from Wiirtemberg. The two 
brethren who have last joined this band 
from St. Crischona are Saalmiiller from 
Saxony, and Waldmaier from Switzer- 
land. In addition to these, the king 
wished to have a gunsmith. A Wiirtem- 
berger of the name of Schroth, with his 
son, sixteen years of age, offered them- 
selves at the call, but they died when on 
the borders of Abyssinia. Flad also was 
very ill, bnt he again recovered. The 
king was very much moved at the sorrow- 
ful intelligence, and received the newly- 
arrived brethren in the most friendly 
manner. ‘They delivered to him the 
buoks they had brought with them, and 
he himself began to distribute them. To 
the superintendents of the churches he 
gave the Bibles, with the order henceforth 
to.instruct the people from them. 


Hitherto public worship had been con- 
ducted in the Ethiopian language, which 
the people could not understand; the 
king is now actively engaged in the eflort 
to introduce the Amhain language as 
that to be used in Divine service. ‘‘ He 
once demanded of the brethren,’’ reports 
the last letter from Abyssinia of the 4th 
of May, ‘* yea, he most solemnly adjured 
them to tell him, whether they believed 
the gospel ; and when they replied that 
they believed it with their whole heart, 
and abiding by it would live and die, he 
cried out, ‘ Now are we bound together ; 
yeare my children for whom I must care. 
To-morrow we must sit together at the 
Lord’s Supper.’’’ ‘* We concluded,” 
says the letter, ‘‘ that evening a bond of 
closest friendship with him. We re- 
mained with him that night till mid- 
night, and had familiar conversation with 
him. ‘Yes,’ he said to us, ‘we shall ask 
of Him what we will, and it shall be 
given unto us.’’’ Heeven visited them 
in their tent, and allowed them to offer 
him refreshment. ‘* Come, my chil- 
dren,’’ said he with great friendship 
and condescension, ‘‘ye have been long 
my guests, but now I have become your 
guest.’’ In a confidential conversation 
he once said to them, ‘‘Believe not that I 


id 
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am in heart an Abyssinan; no, I am one 
of you.’’ On another day he sent to each 
of the two brethren 200 thalers: in addi- 
tion to this they were to receive from the 
chief collector of taxes 600 thalers. He 
raised them to the rank of the nobility of 
the kingdom, with the distinction of silk- 
en vests and overclothes. With pleasure 
and surprise he saw rocks split asunder 
by powder, which the brethren had been 
the first to introduce into the country. 
But from concern lest this work might 
prove dangerous to them, he gave orders 
that it should be attended to by their ser~ 
vants. 

That Abuna, the chief priest of the 
Abyssinian church, should not be pleased 
that the brethren were raised to such dis- 
tinctions, might well be supposed of a man 
who learned indeed to know Bible truth 
from Gobat, but who appears not to have 
received it into his heart. A very pleas- 


ing occupation for the brethren consists 
in the care of the schools recently opened 
for Jewish children. There are many 


Jews, called Felaschas, in Abyssinia. 
The brethren write of them that they 
show themselves favorably inclined to- 
ward the gospel. Mr. Kienzeln visited the 
Jewish schools, and found that almost all 
the children could read well. Many 
other schools might be opened, had they 
only the means at hand. At present 
there is happily the prospect of their re- 
ceiving help from Europe. Seeing there 
is such zeal among the Abyssinian Jews 
in regard to the education of their chil- 
dren, it is to be hoped that the Abyssin- 
ian Christians will not be behind in so 
important a matter. The king himself 
examined one of the children, whom the 
brethren particularly took care of, and 
rejoiced greatly at his proficiency. May 
the Lord of the church advance more and 
more the begun work, which king Theo- 
dore, whom many enemies oppose, and 
the brethren are there engaged in; may 
they soon be able to take under their 
care the wild Gallas!—Evangel. Kirch- 
enzeitung. 


LESSONS ON MISSIONS FROM THE NEW 
TESTAMENT. 


There is a tendency in the mind to 
give a permanence to the living world— 
that is, to the inhabitants of the world 
—which is evidently absurd and impos- 
sible. A vague idea of the world now to 
be converted, as the same world which 
the Lord sent forth his apostles and dis- 
ciples to Christianize, may give a very im- 
perfect notion of what has to be done in 
our own day. Very dilatory ways of 
doing, also, may result from this vague 
idea. There have been thirty or forty 
separate worlds since the days of the 
apostles. At the very least, we may re- 
gard every century as eradicating and 
sweeping away every living vestige of its 
predecessor. Nor, although succeeding 
generations are so interwoven, by the in- 
equality of the years of life allotted to all 
who belong to the same generation in the 
early part of their career, that we cannot 
find any one boundary line at which the 
world’s life is renewed, yet may we look 
back across some hundred or more years, 
and say with truth, that every living 
soul that existed at the period to which 
we revert has disappeared, and that every 
city and village, every continent and is- 
land, has an entirely new race of inhab- 
itants. 

This fact gives a peculiar intensity to 
all our Lord’s commands regarding the 
conversion of the world, There is a work 
to be done in our own day, and if it is 
not done in our own day, it will never be 
done! ‘* Other men labored’’ before us, 
and we ‘‘ are entered into their labors.’ 
We can have no consolation in the 
thought that those who come after us 
will have better opportunities than we 
now have for doing what we should have 
been trying todo. Our truest, our best, 
our only consolation, in this respect, is, to 
be of the same mind with One who said, 
“I must work the works of him that sent 
me, while it is day; the night cometh, 
when no man can work.’’ There is a 
day and night, a seed-time and a harvest, 
in the moral world as well as in the ma- 
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terial. And we believe those words to be 
perennially true, that speak of the great- 
ness and plenteousness of the harvest, 
that may be reaped by the laborers whom 
the Lord of the harvest sends forth for 
this very end. 

Ingenious men, anxious to have a the- 
ory of the world that will suit their own 
views, have often tried to set aside the 
Scriptural declarations as to the harvest 
being great and plenteous. To raise the 
value of their own opinions, they have 
circulated false reports about the harvest, 
just as dishonest corndealers or farmers 
might endeavor to do. They may even 
believe what they say, but that cannot 
make it true. 


There is, so to speak, a convertibility 
about the race whom Christ came to save. 
There is a harvest to be reaped in every 
generation. The great storehouse of 
heaven, though all unseen by us, must 
yet be constantly bearing testimony to 
this fact. But the harvest would be bet- 
ter and more widely realized, were there 
more laborers. Still, as when Jesus 
looked across the plains and hill-sides of 
Samaria (where, perhaps, the seed had 
only just been sown), and then turned 
his eyes on the approaching crowd that 
came from the city to listen to his teach- 
ing,—still it is true, where the seed is 
faithfully sown, where it is sown ‘ in 
season and out of season,’’ sown ‘* beside 
all waters,’’ ‘‘sown in tears,’’ ‘‘ sown in 
peace,’’ that the fields are already white 
unto the harvest. Christ’s ambassadors 
often go forth to sow in tears, and find 
that it is their office toreap in joy. They 
anticipate a long interval between the 
sowing and the reaping. But there has 
been an anticipation of their labors. Di- 
vine and human instrumentalities have 
been at work. Other laborers have been 
before them. The harvests of grace are 
preternaturally ripened. And it is al- 
ways true, ‘‘ He that goeth forth and 
weepeth, bearing precious seed, shall 
doubtless come again with rejoicing, 
bringing his sheaves with him.”’ 


The harvest may seem far off—not eas- 
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ily accessible—not worth reaping,—in 
fact, no harvest; but Christ’s commands 
remain the same. Were the fears and 
doubts of the husbandmen to be the only 
influence brought to bear on the vegeta- 
tion of the seed he has sown, he would 
often blight his own crops, and there 
might in reality be no harvest at all. 
But Providence is always better than 
man’s doubts and fears deserve. 


There is far too little faith in the real- 
ity of the spiritual harvest. Men require 
to see it before they are inclined either to 
sow plentifully or to reap plentifully. 
They refuse to listen to Christ’s own 
words, ‘‘The kingdom of God cometh not 
with observation (or outward show). 
Neither shall they say, Lo here! or, Lo 
there! for, behold, the kingdom of God is 
within you.” And this want of faith— 
yes. want of attention to the words and 


‘commands of Christ—casts doubt and 


darkness on the greatest realities and 
most indubitable certainties that Chris- 
tians have to do with. Every ignis fat- 
uus, every meteor, every new light, has 
something more piquant and attractive 
than those changeless rays of the Sun of 
Righteousness which are ever shining 
that they may whiten the harvest-fields of 
the world. Men are petrified with aston- 
ishment at individuals being converted ; 
they stand speculating about the ripen- 
ing of a single stalk, when whole fields 
are whitening unto the harvest. And 
still, as of old, there is a deficiency of la- 
borers. Human ambition takes many a 
field tefore it thinks of this. But every 
true Christian should be a veritable laborer 
in the great harvest-field. Self-denial in 
this field should be the rule, not the ex- 
ception. 

Reapers flock to the harvests of earth 
from far. They rather anticipate the 
harvest than allow it to forestal them. 
They go far from home, crossing the sea- 
waves, and braving many trials and hard- 
ships, that they may join the bands of 
reapers and may receive wages. The 
faith of the ambassadors of Christ should 
be as strong in his promise; ‘‘ He that 
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reapeth receiveth wages, and gathereth 
fruit unto life eternal, that both he that 
soweth and he that reapeth may rejoice 
together.’’—Scotch Record. 


ENGLISH GENERAL BAPTIST MIS- 
SIONARY SOCIETY. 

This Society held its last anniversary 
at Derby, June 22, 1859. The receipts 
of the Society during the year were £3,- 
063 3s. 1d.; expenditures, £3,321 Is.; 
debt of the Society, £257 17s. lld. The 
missions of the Society are all in the re- 
gion of Orissa, at whose principal and 
oldest station the late Rev. Dr. Sutton, 
favorably known in the United States, 
was long a faithful and successful laborer. 
The Society embraces seven stations and 
outstations, commenced as follows: Ber- 
hampore, 1825; Padre Pella (branch), 
1849; -Chaga, 1841; Cuttack, 1822; 
Khundittur, 1839 ; Piplee, 1840 ; Pooree, 
1823. Missionaries, 9, of whom one is a 
printer and two are at present in Eng- 
land. Female assistant missionaries, 10. 
Native preachers, 15. Of the latter, two 
are at Berhampore ; two at Padre Pella ; 
six at Cuttack; two at Khundittur, and 
two at Piplee. At Pooree, there is no 
stated missionary or native preacher, but 
the station is frequently visited by mis- 
sionaries from Piplee and Cuttack. The 
number baptized during the year at all 
the stations is 18; excluded, 9; died, 6. 
Total number of members, 333, the larg- 
est number (140) being at Cuttack. 
Chapels, 8, of which three are at Cut- 
tack. Nominal Christians in the com- 
munity, 543. There are schools or asy- 
lums at four of thestations, and a mission 
college for the instruction of native 
preachers at Cuttack. 

OBITUARY OF MRS. HOUGH. 

Mrs. Phebe M. Hough, wife of Rev. 
George Hough, principal of the Govern- 
ment High School at Maulmain, died in 
that city July 9, 1859. She was a native 
of Orford, N. H. In company with her 
husband she joined the Burman Mission 
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in its early days, having landed at Ran- 
goon in October, 1816. Mrs. Hough re- 
mained in connection with the mission 
till the breaking out of the first war be- 
tween the Burmese and British govern- 
ments in May, 1824, when she retired 
with her husband to Calcutta, where they 
continued to devote themselves to the 
work for which they had left home and 
friends in the United States In 1835, 
they removed to Maulmain, to assume 
the charge of the High School established 
by the East India Company for Burman 
and Taling youths. Her strength and 
energies were devoted to the cause of mis- 
sions and education in India for upwards 
of forty-two years. She died at the age 
of seventy-one. The day of her death 
was the forty-eighth anniversary of her 
marriage. 

An obituary of Mrs. Hough, printed in 
the ‘‘Rangoon Times,’’ July 20,says of her 
—‘* To her personal friends she was warm 
and confiding; and many a youthful 
mother has received from her judicious 
counsel and advice, the result of her long 
experience in eastern climes. The pro- 
ductions of her spirited pen, both in prose 
and poetry, have often quietly graced the 
columns of the leading journals in Cal- 
cutta,and her epistolary correspondence 
with friends at a distance was always 
entertaining and instructive. To the na- 
tive Christians she was much attached, 
and to them she ever proved a warm and 
kind benefactress.”’ 


DONATIONS. 


Recetvep 1x November, 1859. 


Maine, 


Warren, Ladies’ Bap. Fem. Miss. 
Soc., Mrs. Eliza A. Kenne- 
dy tr., 11; Sumner, ch., bal., 
58 cts.; Jefferson, Ist ch., 
Ladies’ For. Miss. Soc., tow. 
sup. of Rev. H. A. Sawtelle, 
6; Long Island, a friend, for 
Karen tracts, 25 cts. ; 

York Asso., M. C. Hurd tr., 


17.83 
51.50 
69.33 


New Hampshire. 

New London, Fem. Institute, 
Ladies’ Literary and Miss. 
Soc., Miss L. A. Flagg tr., for 
nat. prs. under direction of 
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Rev. H. A. Sawtelle, 12; 
Lyme, a friend 1; Rindge, 
Amanda P. Abbott 3; 


Vermont. 


West Topsham, Aaron Sanborn- 

ton, 100.00 
Lamoille Asso., E. A. Fuller tr., 

8.25; Jericho, Fem. Miss. Soc. 

10.25; Burlington, ch., mon. 

con. 12.53; 31.03 
Windham Co. Asso., Linus A. 

Warren tr., Dover, ch. 3.15; 

Brookline, ch. 1.50; Whiting- 

ham, ch. 7.55; 12.00 


Massachusetts. 

Boston, Rowe st. ch., Dea. C. D. 
Gould tr., for the cireulation 
of the Scriptures in foreign 
lands, 28.76; [saac Hutchins 
5; Chelsea, 2nd ch,, E. C. Fitz 
tr., mon. con. 8.44; Brook- 
line, ch. and cong., Dea. D. 
Sanderson tr., mon. con. 22- 
-30; Winchendon, ch., 13; 
Newton, Upper Falls, Ladies’ 
For. Miss. Soc. 15; Miss Eliza 

’ Jameson, for Siam Mission, 


10; 102.50 
Franklin Co. Asso., J. B. Bard- 
well tr., 18.10 


Wendell Asso., Austin Eastman 
tr., with other donas. to con- 
stitute Rev. Enville J. Emery 
L. M., 37.33 
Worcester Asso., Worcester, 
Pleasant st. ch., of wh. 39.14 
is an. coll. and 18.24 mon. 
con. 57.38; Framingham, Ist 
ch., 60; New Bedford, Ist ch. 
125; Middleboro’, Central, 
ch. 76; per Rev. J. Aldrich, 
agent, 318.38 


Rhode Island. 


State Convention, R. B. Chap- 
man tr., Providence, lst. ch., 
mon. con. 45.41; Wickford, 
ist ch., per N. N. Spink, with 
prev. donas. to cons. Nancy 
G. Greene L. M., 6; 


Connecticut, 


State Convention, W. Griswold 

tr., Easton, ch. 21; Canton, 

ch. 2.42; Hartford, Ist ch., 

of wh. 69.77 is fr. Ladies’ Soc., 

and 53.96 fr. mon. con., 409- 

.73; Bristol, ch. 37; 470.15 
Thompson, Central ch., per Rev. 

J. Aldrich, agent, 15.26 
Southington, ch., per Rev. 0. 

Dodge, agent, 62.53 


New York. 


Lyme, J. M. Torrey 5; Croton, 
Sab. Sch. 3; Harpersville, 
Lura Crofut (deceased), per 
D. F. Leach, 5; 13.00 
Monroe Asso., Austin H. Cole 
tr., Rochester, lst ch. 59; 2nd 
ch., of wh. 53.66 is from Sab. 


16.00 


143.03 


476.31 


51.41 


547.94 


Sch., 54.66; German ch. 3; 
John Vine 1; Greece, ch. 12- 
-50; Clifton,ch. 6; Parma, 2nd 
ch. 12; Ogden, ch. 38.25; 
Pennfield, ch. 5; West Henri- 
etta, ch. 1.50; Churchville, 


ch. 3.28; 196.19 
Seneca Asso., per Rev. R. Mo- 
rey, agent, 105.00 


Monroe Asso., Wheatland, ch. 

1.63; Munford, ch. 50 cts.; 

per Rev. R. M., agent, 2.13 
Chemung River Asso., Hornels- 


ville, ch., per Rey. R. M., 

agent, 3.20 
Alleghany Asso., Almond, ch., 

per Rev. R. M., agent, 1.09 


Wayne Asso., Arcadia, ch., 37- 
-90; Palmyra, ch. 11.45, per 
Rev. R. M., agent, 49.35 
Madison Asso., Lebanon, ch. 
13.10; Erieville, ch. 1; per 


Rev. Thomas Allen, 14.00 
Oneida Asso., Cassville, ch., per 
Rev. T. A., 63.25 


Otsego Asso., Brookfield, Ist ch. 

3.37; Plainfield, ch. 2.80; per 

Rev. T. A., 6.17 
Black River Asso., Watertown, 

ch. 50.65; Lyme, ch. 13.67; 

per Rev. T. A., 64.32 
St. Lawrence Asso., Gouverneur, 

ch. 12.62; Richville, ch. 19- 

.38; Ogdensburgh, ch. 13.31; 

Canton, Mrs. Sawyer 1; per 

Rev. T. A., 46.31 
Saratoga Asso., Burnt Hills, ch. 

16; Mary Prince, 6 years of 

age, dying bequest for Testa- 

ments for heathen children, 

4; E. D. Garnsey 25; per 

Rev. 0. Dodge, agent, 45.00 
Duchess Asso., Amenia, ch., 

with other donas., to cons. 

George Conklin L. M., 74,87; 

Stanford, ch. 25; Miss Lo- 

raine Lawrence, with prev. 

donas. to cons. herself L. M., 

90; Justus Booth 1; Mrs. 

Lawrence 1; North East, ch, 

22; Henry Sage 10; Dover 

Plains, ch. 31.75; per Rev. 0. 

D., agent, 255.62 
Hudson River South Asso., Wil- 

liamsburgh, 2ad ch., per Rev. 

O. D., agent, . 21.82 
Rensselaerville Asso., New Bal- 

timore, ch. 15.34; O. Van 

Oblenus 2; Greenville, ch. 

14.40; Antoinette Gregory 5; 

per Rey. O. D., agent, 36.74 


New Jersey. 


West New Jersey Asso., Moores- 

town, ch. 15,10; Burlington, 

ch., of wh. 56.95 is fr. Sab. 

Sch., and 9.21 fr. infant de- 

partment, for Indian Mis- 

sions, 76.54; Upper Freehold, 

ch. 6.61; Haddonfield, ch. 10; 

Mt. Holley, ch. 14; per Rev. 

S. M. Osgood, agent, 122.25 
Central N. J. Asso., Lamberts- 


ville, ch., of wh. 19.20 is fr. 
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Sab. Sch., per Rev. 8. M. 0., 
agent, : 

East N. J. Asso., Plainfield, 1st 
ch. 40; Elizabeth, ch. 6;¢ 
Samptown 15; per Rev. 8. 
M. 0., agent, 61.00 


— 271.55 


Pennsylvania. 


Abington Asso., Abington, Ist 

ch. 8.38; Valley, ch., 5; Al- 

denville, ch. 7.75; Ashland, 

ch. 1.70; Benton, ch. 7.60; 

Berlin, ch. 1; Bethany, ch., 

3.06; Blakely, ch. 12.09; 

Clifford, ch. 3; Clinton, ch. 

24.68; Damascus, Ist ch. 24- 

-39; 2nd ch. 2.81; Hollister- 

ville, ch., James Waite 1; 

Honesdale, ch. 8; Lebanon, 

ch. 2.76; Lenox, ch. 2; Mt. 

Bethel, ch. 2.74; Newton, ch. 

6.16; Scott Valley, ch. 6.14; 

Union, ch. 2.38; per Rev. 8. 

M. Osgood, agent, 132.64 
Bradford Asso., Alba, Rev. E. 

Lewis, per Rev. 5. M. 0O., 

agent, 30.00 
Philadelphia Asso., Marcus 

Hook, ch. 9.32; Philadelphia, 

12th ch., Rev. 8. Nightin- 

gale 2; Upland, ch., of wh. 

50 is fr. J. Lewis Crozer, 86- 

-66; coll. in German churches, 

per Rey. K. A. Fleischman, 

40.38; per Rev. 8. M. 0., 

agent, 138.36 
Pittsburg Asso., Pittsburg, 1st 

ch., per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 8.00 
Wyoming Asso., Wilksbarre, 

ch., per Rev. 8. M. 0., agent, 3.00 


Ohio. 


Warren, Young People’s Miss. 
Soc., tow. sup. of nat. prs. 
under direction of Mrs. M. B. 
Ingalls, 32; Cleveland, Erie 
st. ch., A. I. Farrer tr., 31.02; 
New Philadelphia, ch., of wh. 
1.12 is fr. Sab. Sch., 10; 73.02 

Mohican Asso. 30.87; Provi- 
dence, ch. 10; Mansfield, ch. 
8; Londonville, ch. 5; Lucas, 
ch. 45; per Rev. H. Davis, 


— 312.00 


54,32 
24.82 


agent, 
Ohio Asso., per Rev. H. D., 


agent, 

Wills Creek Asso. 8.50; Adams 
township, ch. 1.65; per Rev. 
H. D., agent, 10.15 

Lorain Asso., Huntington, ch. 

4.50; North Amherst, ch. 6; 
Henrietta, ch. 5.50; D. Red- 
field 2; per Rev. H. D., 
agent, 18.00 


Indiana. 
South Bend, ch., mon. con. 25; 
Kingsbury, ch., Ladies’ Miss. 
Soc., Mrs. Harriet Capelin tr., 


10; 35.00 
General Asso., per Rev. A. 8. 


Donations. 


Ames, agent, 2.00 
White Lick Asso., Belleville, 

ch. 1.25; Clayton, ch. 2.60; 

per Rey. A. 8. A., agent, 3.85 
Indianapolis Asso., Indianapo- 

lis, ch. 10; Bethel, ch. 3.50; 

Sugar Creek, ch. 6.25; J. H. 

McRae, for H. Miss. house, 5; 

W. C. Means, for do., 5; per 

Rev. A. 8. A., agent, 
White Water Asso., Big Cedar 

Grove, ch. 3.55; Elizabeth 

Shirk 1; Lizzie Shirk 5 cts.; 

Anna H. Stout 50 cts.; Miss 

McNutt 50 cts.; Miss 5. Hill 

50 cts.; Mrs. Roberts 20 cts. ; 

Mr. Withers 25 cts.; per Rev. 

A., 


Illinois. 

Alton, Ist ch., R. Flagg tr., of 

wh. 31.73 is mon. con., and 
“ 10.27 for the sup. of Tha Oo, 

a nat. pr. in Burmah, 42; Au- 

rora, Sarah R.Carpenter10; 52.00 
A. Gunn 1; Dea. Hall 1; Mrs. 

Newton 1; Mrs. Little 1; per 

Rev. T, Allen, 4.00 
Quincy Asso., Dea. C. M. Pom- 

roy tr., 80.65; Quincy, Ist 

ch., Charles Maertz 5; Pay- 

son, ch., G. Kay, tow. sup. of 

a nat. pr., 5; per Rev. J. W. 

Eaton, agent, 90.65 
Galesburg Asso., Galva, a 

friend, per Rev. J. W. E., 

agent, 


Michigan. 
Ann Arbor, ch. 5.00 
Ypsilanti, ch., 8. M. Lover- 
edge, per Rev. A. 8. Ames, 
agent, 8.00 


[January, 1860. 


In Foreign Countries: 


France, La Fére, ch. 16.41; De- 
nain, ch. 7.55; Chauny, ch. 
18.40; Verberie, ch. 47.13; 
Paris, ch. 10.15; 

Burmah, Toungoo, Rev. F. Ma- 
son, D.D. 


99.64 
10.00 


$3,338.61 


Legacies. 

Shaftsbury, Vt., Nathan H. Bot- 
tum, per Norman Bottum, 
Exr., in part, 

Groveland, Ms., Miss Betsey 
Harriman, bal., per Charles 
Harriman, Exr., 

North Branford, Ct., Betsey 
Smith, per W. Griswold, 
Treas. Ct. State Convention, 355.00 

Varick, N. Y., Ezekiel Beach, 
per John Beers, Exr., 500.00 


1,027.52 


$4,366.13 
Total from April 1 to Nov. 30, 1859, $33- 


267.09. 
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